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Of this amount there has been re- 


deeined $18,144,530 58 





Leaving the amount outstanding $1,422,555 64 
Levi Woopsury, sec. of the treasury. 





LovuiIsviILtLe (Ky.) IN FLAMES. From the Phi- 
ladelphia Exchange books. We are indebted to a 
friend for the following extract of a letter dated 

Louisville (Ky.) March 27, 1840. 

“This day I arrived here, and saw one of the 
largest fires I ever remember, except the great fire 
in New York. It originated in Main street, be- 
tween Second and Third, about inid-night, extend- 
Ing in its course on both sides, up and down, to 
Market street, and the other side to the river; and 
is still raging at 6 A. M. with unabated fury, and 
not knowing where it will stop. They are palling 
down houses in order to stop its progress. I fear 
the Louisville bank, (a very fine building), said to 
be fire proof, will not be saved. 

At7 A. M. the fire is still raging—bank out of 
danger. One whole block of buildings in the most 
business part of the city burnt to the ground. The 
gutters are one continued sheet of flames, owing to 
the liquor which has been emptied out of some of 
the stores. The boat by which [ write will leave 


in twenty minutes, and I must necessarily close 
this aecount.” 4 


Vou. VI'TI.—Sia. 5. 











FOREIGN ARTICLES. 
ENGLAND. 

By the packet ship Steplien Whitney, captain 
Thompson, we have a Liverpool paper of Monday, 
March 2nd, being one day later. It contains scarce- 
ly a word that will pass for news. 

A small steamer called the Argyle, left Liverpool 
on the Ist for New Orleans. The Liverpooi Al- 
bion says she is intended to ply as a mail boat be- 
tween New Orleans and Vera Cruz. 

The new steamer President, which is to ply be- 
tween Liverpool and New York, is rigged as a 
three-masted schooner. Her stern is ornamented 
with heraldic designs, which present a combination 
of the arms of England and the United States. Her 
figure-head will be a bustof Washington. It is cal- 
culated that she will carry 1,000 tons of goods, be- 
sides her compliment of coal, lugzage, &c. 

The sales of cotton at Liverpool on Saturday 
were 2,500 bales, all to the trade, including 2,300 
American, at 5 5-8 a7 1-2. 

[New York Jour. of Com. 
FRANCE. 

The packet ship Louis Philippe, at New York, 
sailed from Havre on the 2nd instant. 

The Paris Presse of the 29th states that the offi- 
cial part of the Moniteur, to be published on the 
following day, was expected to contain the an- 
nouncement of the composition of the new cabinet. 

Forty houses were destroyed by fire at Lille on 
the night of Feb. 24th. : 

Hamburg papers of the 25th, had been received 
in Paris. A great sensation was created in Gottin- 
gen by the arrival there, on the 19th, of the minis- 
ter Van Stralenheim, with an order from the king 
to the universily, to proceed to the election of a 
deputy on the 2ist. A similar order, but for a dif- 
ferent day, was delivered to the magistrates, direct- 
ing the citizens to elect a representative, which it 
was expected they would obey. 

SIX DAYS LATER FROM EUROPE. 

The New York Journal of Commerce of Thurs- 
day, 3 P. M. says: We have just received London 
papers tothe evening of March 6th, brought by the 
packet ship Montreal, capt. Griffin. 

There was a talk of war between England and 
Portugal. Or rather, such was the talk at Lisboa 
by the last advices, which were to the 24th of 
February. 

In the house of commons, March 2d, sir James 
Graham gave notice that if the documents respect- 


to increase the amount of stock in their possession. 
The value of money has been steadily maintained, 
at about five per cent. on stock, which may be ta- 
ken as the average charge in the city generally for 
the discount of the first class of mercantile paper. 

Not a hint has yet transpired from the west end 
of the town, of the intention of the chancellor of the 
exchequer, in respect to the plan he intends -to 
adopt to make up the acknowledged deficiency it 
the public revenue. Opinion continues to be much 
diversified as to whether a fauding of exchequer 
bonds will be resorted to, or an open loan negotiated. 
It had hardly been stated that the capitalists of the 
city, who have usually taken parts in loans, are de- 
sirous that the finance master should obtain the 
‘‘means’”’ he requires to complete his budget, by an 
application to them for advances. In the obtain- 
ment of dhy sum that may be required, there would 
not be the least difficulty. 

The quotation of consols for account, at the ter- 
mination of business this afternoon, wa3 90 3-4 7.8, 
and for money 90 1-4. It will be perceived that 
the Constango is rather increasing, and should the 
supply of money stock continue, a further advance 
may be expected, especially if the bull party con- 
tinue their operations for an improvement in the 
prices of stock. The reduction in the value of 
consols for account to-day has amounted only to 
about 1-8 per cent. while for immediate transfer it 
has been from’l-4 to 3-8 per cent. some sales hav- 
ing been made in the course of the morning at 
$0 1-8 in bona fide bargains. 

The closing of the three anda half per cent. re- 
duced annuities, this afternoon, did not produce any 
considerable increase of business in the transfer 
offices for this stock. The last bargain in this stock 
was made at 99 1-4 or 3-8 percent. below the open- 
ing prices. ‘The price of exchequer bills has been 
subjected to a further depreciation; from 3s. pre- 
miuin this species of security fell to 1-2 late in the 
afternoon. India bonds declined also to 2s. dis- 
count, but they afterwards rallied to par. 

The prevalence of adverse winds continue to re- 
tard arrivals from the westward. The merchants 
connected with the United States are inost anxious- 
ly awaiting advices from the other side of the 
Atlantic, in the hope that more favorable informa- 





tion will be conveyed on the subject of trade. The 


Seony ovine merchants too are looking for letters with 


solicitude, as the important changes now in pro- 





ing China were not laid before the house by Thurs- 
day next, he should move au address for the pre- 
sentation of ail papers relating to our commercial 
intercourse with that country. 

On the same day, lord J. Russell stated that he 
had no objection -to lay before the honse all the 
papers that had been received on the subject of the 
‘North American boundary;” but observed that the 
question was scarcely fit yet to be discussed in 
parliament. 

The French forces in Africa number near 50,000 
men. An expedition against Abd-ei- Kader was to 
be undertaken svon. 

There had been a riot in Madrid, (Feb. 24th), in 
the hall of the cortes, but it appeared to have no 
ramification among the people. The city was de- 
clared to be in a state of seige. 

The average of wheat for the week ending Feb. 
28, was 66s. 4d.—aggregate for 6 weks, 653. 6d.— 
duty 21s. 8d. 

A new French ministry had been constituted, as 
follows: M. Thiers president of the council and 
ininister for foreign affairs; M. Vivien, minister of 
justice; M. de Remusat, minister of the interior; | 
M. de Malleville, sub-secretary; M. Janbert, minis- 
ter of public works; general Cubieres, minister of 
war; admiral Roussin, minister of marine; Pelit de 
la Lozere, minister of commerce; M. Cousin, minis- 





eress in the colony are likely to affect the value of 
| property in parts of the lower province. 

| London, March4. The late accounts from Havre, 
/speaking of the cotton trade, state that business, 
| without being very active,had moved on a fair 
seal: considering the large sales that had taken 
plac: .a the early part of the year. Up to the 29th 
ult. the stock in hand was estimated at 73,000 bales, 
lof which 66,000 were Atnerican descriptions. The 
i gales of the week had reached 7,812 bales. 

From Milan, under date of the 15th uit. itis 
stated that within the last few days a decline had 
taken place in the prices of silk. The raw article, 
being always in request by the spinners, was better 
supported than the worked. 

The quantity of flaxseed imported into London- 
derry this season amounts to 10,425 barrels from 
Riga, and 503 hogsheads from Hollaad. Another 
cargo of Dutch is expected. No arrivals of Ameri- 
can seed as yet; but it is probable that a supply 
from that quarter will arrive as usual. 

A good inany of the farmers, as well as some spe- 
culators, have nade purchases during the week, and 
prices appear at present looking up. We give the 
following as the latest quotations: Riga, 42s. to 45s. 





'per barrel; Dutch, 80s. to 84s. per hogshead, of 


the latter 100 hogsheads were bought on Thursday 
evening for 83s. per hogshead. 








ter of public instruction; M. Gouin, minister “4 
finance, | 

The Debats adds, that M. Lacave Laplace was | 
offered the portfolio of finance, but refused. 

London, March 5, ( Evening).—The gloom which | 
has prevailed for some days past in the money inar- 
ket, appears rather to increase than otherwise.— 
The sales of stock to-day have not been npon nearly 
80 extensive a scale as they were yesterday and the 
day preceding. This is, however, the result of the 





great apparent caulion exhibited, on the part of the 


[ Londonderry Sentinel. 

Paris, March 4—Colfee—Large purchases have 
been tnade in Martinico and Gaudaloupe, at Paris, 
Bordeaux, Havre and Marseilles. Stock on hand 
1,800,000 barrels. This article is in great request. 

Cotton—Stock on hand in the five towns above 
inentioned, 76,000 bales, making 16,000 bales more 
than there were at the same period last year. 

The money market has opened with a great ten- 
dency torise, and French rentes are in great request. 

Hulf past four. The rise has continued and the 
bears have met with immense losses. Another 


jobbers, who appear bat little disposed at presenti failure toa large amount has been announced this 
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afternoon. A certain degree of consternation has 
been caused by this intelligence, as this failure will 
probably be a prelude to many others. 

In the midst of this money crisis little attention is 
paid to politics. ‘The new ministry is recruiting a 
majority. It is reported that the secret supply 
bill will be moved on Friday and this will prove 
a criterion for the strength of the Thiers cabinet in 
the chamber of deputies. 

The five per cents, for cash, are at 114f, and at 
114f, 35c. for account, three per cents, for cash, are 
at 82f. 85c. and at.83f. for account. 

Liverpool cotton market, March 2nd. A moderate 
amount of business was transacted in cotton this 
day; the market was, however, rather dull. Egyp- 
tians were 1-4d. to 1-2d. perlower. Americansorts 
were unvaried in price; 3,000 bags were sold. 

March 8rd. Our market this week is very stea- 
dy, and Amerivan a, little dearer than last week. 

The business to-day amounts to 2,000 bags, all to 
the trade, consisting of 260 Brazils, 8 1-4 a 9d.; 50 
Egyptian, 8 1-4.a 9 3-8d.; 100 Surats, 4 3-8 a 5d.; 
and the remainder American 5 1-2a7 1-2d. 

March 4. No alteration has taken place in our 
market since yesterday. The demand continues 
moderate; 3,000 bags met with purchasers, and pre- 
vious rates were maintained, 100 Bahia, 8 1-3d. a 
8 8-4d.; 120 Pernam, 8 1-3 a 9d.; 200 Surat, 4 1-4 
a4 3-4d.; 40 Egyptian, 8 3-4d.; 2,540 American, 
§ 1-2a7 1-2d. 

London corn exchange, March 2nd. The supply 
of wheat from Essex, Kent and Suffolk, continues 
moderate, but the condition has much improved, 
which enabled the factors to realize an advance of 
1s, to 2s, per quarter. Foreign is in better demand 
at fully last week’s prices. 

March 4th. The arrivals are moderate from 
Monday—there is no variation to notice in prices 
from that day. 

London, Thursday evening, March 4. Tobacco— 
Kentucky, avery limited extent of business has 
been done in this description during the month, and 
prices still continue to recede. Maryland, very 
few purchasers; Cuba, a large parcel was offered 
to public sale on the 26th ult. but a very small por- 
tion was taken by the trade, and these of selected 
qualities; in middling and ordinary descriptions 
prices may be quoted at from 9d. to 10d. 

Antwerp, March 4. Cotton was not in demana, 
though India sorts continued scarce: 247 bales of 
Virginia had been solc at 338c. 

CHINA. 

By the ship Albion, Lovett, at New York, 112 
days from Canton, the Herald has accounts to the 
3rd of December last. 

From Canton it is reported that the port will be 
closed against all foreign trade on the Gthinst. The 
American merchants have petitioned that their 
trade be continued, Again, the transhipping trade 
to ‘loonkoe is only to be stopped and the hong 
merchants have petitioned that it be continued. 

We were misinformed last week when we stated 
that H. E. the governor of Macao had deprived 
some of the passage boats of their licences, and for- 
bidden any more English to land in Macao; we cor- 
rect our misstatement from the highest authority. 

Two thousand Fokeen soldiers have arrived at 
Chaouchoo, in order to relieve the garrison there. 
These warriors have received orders to march to 
Canton, very likely to defend the provincial city. 
It is also rumored that nearly the whole fleet of that 
province is to be concentrated in these waters to 
awe the barbarian ships from attempting any thing 
out of the way. A studious silence has been main- 
tained up to this date, respecting the affair of the 
Bogue, but there was a report immediately forward- 
ed to the emperor, no doubt in order to give an ac- 
count of the glorious battle won by the invincibles 
of the Bacca Tigris. 

The visits of military officers to Macao have lately 
become very frequent. We do not know the rea- 
son why they so very much court to walk along the 
rough streets of this good town. Their retinue is 
however very small, and their stay does not extend 
above a day. ; 

NEW REPUBLIC OF RIO GRANDE. 

The intelligence from Mexico, published in ano- 
ther column, relative to the formation of a new re- 
public in the northern part of that country, is im- 
portant. The design is to establish a confederacy 
of federal states. The provinces embraced within 
the new organization are New Leon, Zacatecas, 
Durango, Chihuahua and New Mexico. Instead 
of persevering in the attempt to revolutionize the 
whole of Mexico, the federalists have adopted what 
appears to be the wiser course of concentrating 
themselves in those parts where their numbers are 
greatest and their resources most abundant. It is 
altogether probable that such of their adherents as 
are scattered through the more southern portions 
of the country will now resort to the north, and 





unite themselves with the new republicans of Rio 
Grande, 

_The victory of Guzman over the centralists will 
give the federal Jeaders a respite, for a time at 
least, and freedom from the dread of an immediate 
attack. This wiil be favorable to the regular es- 
tablishment of the new government, and to the sys- 
tematic arrangement of future proceedings. Guz- 
man’s triumph is reported to have been complete; 
all the artillery and baggage of the enemy were ta- 
ken, besides many prisoners. The great obiect of 
the federalists is now to capture Matamoras. It is 
garrisoned by general Canalizo with about six hun- 
dred men of the central forces—other accounts say 
one thousand. 

It appears that a part of the territory embraced 
by the newly organized government is included 
within the limits of Texas. This fact places the 
latter in a position somewhat embarrassing—since, 
while wishing well to the cause of the federalists, 
she must yet be doubtful whether to regard them 
as, personally, friends or enemies. Laredo, the 
place at which the convention of Rio Grande met, 
is on Texan ground, according to the boundaries 
established by the congress at Houston. 

The invasion of Texas had been fully determined 
on and in fact begun by the Mexicans. Itremains 
to be seen whether the new position assumed by the 
federalists will have any effect towards delaying the 
movement. It is stated in the New Orleans Bulle- 
tin of 14th inst. that suggestions had been thrown 
out that the Mexican government was endeavoring 
to make terms with the federalists and proposing a 
compromise, One foe ata time is usually enough. 
Mexico especially, of all nations, ought to think so. 
Her weakness, resulting from intestine divisions 
and imbecility of government, affords a presumption 
that the efforts of the federalists, if they are resolute 
and united, will be successful. The population of 
the insurgent provinces is said to comprise the har- 
diest and most manly portion of the Mexican peo- 
ple. Their pursuits have been agricultural; they 
have dwelt remote from the capital, thus escaping 
in a great measure the influences which have cor- 
rupted the middle and southern districts; and their 
leaders are brave men, who have been long fixed in 
their hostility to the tyrannical tendencies of the 
central government. 

MEXICO. 

The New Orleans Bulletin of the 14th ult. says: 
The schooner Eliza Ann, captain Clark, arrived 
last evening from Tampico, whence she sailed on 
the 3d ult. We have received by this arrival a 
parcel of papers, printed in the city of Mexico, but 
they have been so long coming, their contents are 
of no interest whatever to ourreaders. A schooner 
arrived at Tampico from Campeachy, Ist ult. con- 
veying the news that the state of Yucutan, except- 
ing only the small town of Campeachy, had de- 
termined to support the cause of the federalist party, 
and commenced active operations against the go- 
vernment troops, who are said to be very weak, 
within her limits. ‘the news of a revolt of a por- 
tion of the northern states of Mexico, had been re- 
ceived at Tampico. The E. A. brings only $16,441 
in specie. 

The schooner Watchman, captain Murray, arriv- 
ed on the 11th from Metamoras, having sailed from 
the mouth of the Rio Grande on the 4th of March, 
She passed the French brig-of-war Davois, lying 
to off the Rio Del Norte. A French vessel had re- 
cently arrived from Havre, and gone into the Bra- 
sos Santiago, being heavily laden with goods,— 
Every thing was quiet at Mataworas. A reinforce- 
ment of troops had arrived, which augmented the 
garrison to two thousand men. As usual, no news 
was received from the interior. 

Yucatan. A passenger at New Orleans from 
Tampico, which latter he left on the 3d ult. reports 
that news had reached that place, announcing that 
all the state of Yucatan had declared itself in favor 
of federalism. The city only remained true to the 
government. The small number of troops garri- 
soned in that place inspired no fear to the federalists. 

TEXAS. 

Advices from Texas to the 7th ult. have been re- 
ceived at New Orleans. ‘The Bee has the follow- 
ing intelligence. 

A letter from col. Fisher, published in the Hous- 
ton Siar of the 2d, gives much information respect- 
ing the federal army in Mexico. A convention has 
been held at Laredo, a town on the left bank of the 
Rio Grande, which declared their independence 
from Mexico, organized a provisional government 
for the “Republic of Rio Grande,” and installed a 
general council. ‘The letter states that the govern- 
ment to be constituted as follows: 

‘‘Jesus de Cardenas, a lawyer by profession, and 
lately political chief of the northern department of 
Tamaulipas, was elected president of the republic, 





gen. Antonio Canares was invested with the com- | 








mand-in-chief of the army. Juan Nepomucene Mo- 
rano, former lieutenant governor of Tamaulipas, is 
delegate and member of the council for the state of 
Tamaulipas. Francisco Vidaurri Y Villa Senor 

former governor of Coahuila and Texas is delegate 
and member of the council for Coahuila—Manuel 
Marina del Liano, former governor of Nuevo Leon 

is delegate and. member of the council for Nuevo 
Leon, Jose Maria Carbajai, is secretary to the coun- 
cil, The general council of the provisional govern- 
ment of the republic of Rio Grande, was installed, 
and was to proceed to the city of Guerrero, where 
it. is to remain for the present, and where it has a 
printing office at its disposal, 

The new government is calling for volunteer 
aid, and expect to receive it from Texas and the 
U. States. It is said that it will be more liberal 
with the bounty land than any other government 
ever was. The property of the church and con- 
vents, including their large landed estates, will be 
appropriated to the pay and bounty of the volun- 
teers. No particular measures have yet been adopt- 
ed upon that subject that has transpired before the 
public, but it will shortly issue a manifesto through 
the press. 

The convention at Laredo, declaring their inde- 
pendence from the republic of Mexico, and orga- 
nizing the provisional government of the republic 
of Rio Grande, claim all the country formerly known 
as Tamaulipas, as far a3 the Neucas and Coshuna 
as far as the Medina rivers, and into the interior 
as far as the mountains, (La Sierra Madre), em- 
bracing New Leon, Zacatecas, Durango, Chihua- 
hua and New Mexico—for which purpose they met 
at Laredo, within the limits of Texas, according to 
the established limits of our laws. 

The central troops under the command of gen. 
Marinas Arrista, left Monterey in pursuit of the 
federalists, and were marching in several smal! di- 
visions towards the Rio Grande. The Cumanche 
Indians to the number of about 500 warriors, made 
an incursion into Mexico, and penetrated as far as 
the **Real de Catorce,”’ (in the state of San Louis 
Potosi), committing great depredations upon the 
lives and property of the Mexicans—on their re- 
turn from the interior, they fell in at Salmas, with 
a division of 200 infantry of gen. Arista’s force, and 
attacked and killed every man. The federal, or 
rather the independent army, at Laredo, Guerro 
and Casa Blanca, amount to the number of from 
1,000 to 1,200 men. General Arista’s force was, 
previous to the Indian attack, 800 men, cavalry, 
infantry and artillery. Gen. Canalizo is still at Ma- 
tamoras, with about 600 men of the central forees. 

A delegation ofthe Cherokee Indivns visited Mo- 
nelora, and applied to the governmeat of Coahuila 
for a grant of land for their tribe; the government, 
however, refused the petition of granting land to 
the whole tribe, but made them an offer for 205 
families only, which the delegation refused to ac- 
cept. ‘The land offered is about San Fernando and 
Santo Rosa, on the other side of the Rio Grande. 

The above news was received at San Antonia, a 
few days before my departure from that place, 
brought by some Americans and Mexicans, who ar- 
rived there from Monclova, and who were present 
at the installation of the new government at Laredo. 

Colonel Fisher regards the new government with 
distrust. He says, their claiin to the lands lying 
between the Nueces and Rio Grande rivers, is an 
infringement upon the possessions of Texas, whieh 
should not be acceded to. 
Texas to be in readiness in the event of the new 
state being attacked by central Mexico, and the fe- 
deralists driven to refuge upon the soil of Texas, 
lest in such an event both parties should combine 
to reduce Bexar and the city of Austin; and sug- 
gests the propriety of Texas taken immediate steps 
to secure the extension of her boundary to the 
banks of the Bravo, whilst a barrier is raised by 
the establishment of the provisional government of 
Rio Grande, between her and central Mexico. 

The Lipan Jndians were committing depredations 
upon travellers and defenceless persons on the Co- 
lorado, in the neighborhood of Bastrop. 

The treasury of Texas had ceased to issue pro- 
missory notes. 

A Spanish dollar bearing date of 1793, was re- 
cently picked up on the gulf shore—supposed to be 
some of Lafitte’s surplus revenue. 

The anniversary dinner of the battle of San Ja- 
cinto, went off with great eclat. General Samuel 
Houston, commodore Moore and a number of naval 
and army officers were present. 

A man vamed Rawson, charged with extensive 
forgeries on the old Michigan bank, has been given 
up to two officers, from the United States. 

The Cumanches are willing to obtain peace on 
nearly any terms, They have promised that all 
their chiefs should come in to Bexar, bringing with 
them all their prisoners, by the 15th March. 
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

AppoINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT—Fy and 
with the advice and consent of the senate. 

Hiram P. Hastings, of New York, to be consul 
of the United States for the port of Trinidad de 
Cuba, in the place of Henry Ulshoefier, deceased. 

Allen Wardell, surveyor and inspector of the re- 
venue at Bristol, Rhode Island, from the 28th 
March, 1840, when his late commission expired. 

William McNider, collector of the customs at 
Edenton, North Carolina, vice Robert Ezell, who 

eclined the appointment. 
: E.A.F. Lavallette (formerly Vallette) to be a 
captain in the navy from the 23d of February, 1840. 
Joshua R. Sands to be a commander from the 23d 
ebruary, 1840. 
of J. icviatos to be a lieutenant from the 23d 
of February, 1849. 

Benjamin F’. Sands to be a lieutenant from the 
16th of March, 1840. — 

The president has recognised Hermann Oelrichs 
as consul of Bremen for the port of New York; and 
Benjamin Aymar as consul of Denmark for the state 
of New York, Connecticut and part of New Jersey. 


OrrictaL. Department of state March 25, 1840. 
Ina notice from this department published in the 
Globe onthe 18th instant, on certain reductions of im- 
port duties adopted by the new tariff of the German 
association the rate of duty is stated in dollar cur- 
rency. To obviate the risk of misapprehension, it 
is proper to state that the consul who first commun- 
cated the information to the department stated the 
rates of duty in dollar currency, meaning, probably, 
as did the public notice, German dollars; while, by 
the Prussian minister, it is called Prussian crown, 
(escu de Prusse), and, in an English translation of 
the tariff, Rix dollars. It may be added, that the 
reduction of duty on lump sugar is confined to such 
sugar of this description as is imported for the use 
of refiners. 

NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. An abstract of the 
report of Mr. Wiggin, the agent of the governor of 
the state of Maine, which is referred to in the an- 
nexed correspondence, was published in this Ga- 
zette on Thursday, and our readers interested in the 
boundary question may without repetition recall 
the chief statements which it contained. It is suf- 
ficient to remark that the correspondence of the 
British minister in January last, represents the con- | 
duct of his government or of the governor of New 
Brunswick in a light quite at variance with the 
facts detailed by the Maine agent. There is now 
confessedly a military occupation by the British of 
a portion of the disputed territory. [Nat. Gaz. 

Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Foz. 
Department of stute, Washington, March 6, 1840. 

By the directions of the president, the undersign- 
ed, secretary of state of the United States, commu- | 
nicates to Mr. Fox, envoy extraordinary and minis- | 
ter plenipotentiary of Great Britain, the enclosed | 
copy of a report made to the governor of the state | 
of Maine by the agent commissioned on the part of 
the authorities of that state to ascertain the precise 
character and extent of the occupation of parts of 
the disputed territory by troops of her Britannic 
majesty, and of the buildings and other public 
works constructed for their use and accommodation. 

By that report, and the three depositions which 
the undersigned informally communicated to Mr. 
Fox afew days since, he will perceive that there 
must be some extraordinary misapprehension on his 
ye of the facts in relation to the occupation by 

ritish troops of portions of the disputed territory. 
The statements contained in these documents, and 
that given by Mr. Fox in his note of the 20th of 
January last, exhibit a striking discrepancy as to 
the number of troops now in the territory as com- 
pared with those who were in it when the arrange- 
inent between governor Fairfield and lieutenant 
governor Harvey was agreed upon; and, also, as to 
the present and former state of the buildings there. 
The extensive accommodations prepared and pre- 
paring, atan old, and at new stations, the works 
finished, and in the course of construction, on the 
land and on the water, are not in harmony with the 
assurance that the only object is the preservation of 
a few unimportant buildings and storehouses for the 
temporary protection of the number of troops her 
majesty’s ordinary service can require to pass on the 
road from New Brunswick to Canada. 

The undersigned will restrain from any remarks 
upon these contradictory statements until Mr. Fox 
shall have had an opportuity to obtain the means of 


should be promptly done, and that the steps neces- 
Sary to a faithful observance on the part of her ma- 
jesty’s colonial authorities of the existing agree- 


ments between the two governments should be im- 


mediately taken, Mr. Fox cannot fail fully to un- 
derstand. 

The undersigned avails himself of the occasion 
to renew to Mr. Fox assurances of his high consi- 
deration. JOHN FORSYTH. 

Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth. 
Washington, March 7, 1840. 

The undersigned, her Britannic majesty’s envoy 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary, has the 
honor to acknowledge the receipt of the official note 
of yesterday’s date, addressed to him by Mr. For- 
syth, secretary of state of the United States, to 
which is annexed the copy of a report from Mr. 
Benjamin Wiggin, an agent employed by the state 
of Maine to visit the British military post at Lake 
Tomiscouta, and in which reference is made to 
other papers upon the same subject, which were 
informally communicated to the undersigned by 
Mr. Forsyth a few days before, and the attention of 
the undersigned is called by Mr. Forsyth to diffe- 
rent points upon which the information contained 
in the said papers is considered to Le materially at 
variance with that which was conveyed to the 
United States government by the undersigned in 
his official note of the 26th of last January. 

The undersigned had already been made acquaint- 
ed by the lieutenant governor of New Brunswick 
with the circumstance of Mr. Wiggin’s visit to the 
military post at Lake Temiscouta, where the officer 
in command very properly furnished to Mr. Wig- 
gin the requisite information upon all matters con- 
nected with the British station, which he appeared 
desirous to inquire about. 

The alleged points of variance, after deducting 
what is fanciful and conjectural in the reports now 
produced, and after comparing what is there stated 
in contradiction to other reports before produced 
from the same quarters, do not appear to the under- 
signed to be by any means so material as they seem 
to have been considered by the government of the 
United States. The British military detachment 
stationed at Lake Temiscouta, which the agents 
employed by the state of Maine had, in the first in- 
stance, with sigular exaggeration, represented as 
amounting totwo regiments, is now discovered by 
the same parties to amount to one hundred and 
seventy-five men, which, instead of two reyitnents 
is something less than two companies. It is indeed 
true, should such a point be considered worth dis- 


prveng, « that the undersigned might have used a 


more technically correct expression in his note of 
the 26th of January, if he had stated the detach- 
ment in question to consist of from one to two 
companies, instead of stating it to consist of one 
company. But a detachment of her majesty’s 
troops has been stationed at the Lake Temiscouta 
from time to time, ever since the winter of 1837 
and 1838, when the necessity arose from marching 
reinforcements by that route from New Brunswick 
to Canada; and it will be remetmbered that a tempo- 
rary right of using that route for the same purpose 
was ve ae reserved to Great Britain in the pro- 
visional agreement entered into at the beginning of 
last year. 

It is not therefore true that the stationing a mili- 
tary force at the Lake Temiscouta is a new mea- 
sure on the part of her majesty’s authorities. 
Neither is it true that that measure has been adopt- 
ed for other purposes than to maintain the security 
of the customary line of communication, and to 
protect the buildings, stores and accommodations 
provided for the use of her majesty’s troops when 
ona march by that route; and it was with a view to 
correct misapprehensions which appeared to exist 
upon these points, and thus to do away with one 
needless occasion of dispute, that the undersigned 
conveyed to the U. States government the informa- 
tion contained in his note of the 26th of January. 

With regard again to the construction of barracks 
and other buildings, and the preserving them in an 
efficient state of repair and defence, a similar de- 
gree of error and misapprehension appears still to 
prevail in the minds of the American authorities. 

The erection of those buildings within the por- | 
tion of the disputed territory now referred to, for | 
the shelter of her majesty’s troops while on their | 
march, and for the safe lodgment of the stores, is 
no new act on the part of her majesty’s authorities. 
The buildings in question have been in the course 
of construction from a period antecedent to the pro- | 
visional agreements of last year, and they are now 
maintained and oceupied along the line of march, | 
with a view to the same objects above specified, for | 
which the small detachment of trooys also referred 
to are in like manner there stationed. 

The undersigned wil! not refrain from here re- 
marking upon one point of comparison exhibited in 
the present controversy. Jt is admitted by the Unit- 
ed States’ authorities that the armed bands stationed 
by the government of Maine in the neighborhood of 











the Aroostook river have fortified those stations 


with artillery; and it is now objected as matter of 
complaint against the British authorities, with refe- 
rence to the buildings at Lake Temiscousta, not 
that those buildings are furnished with artillery, but 
only that they are defended by palisades capable of 
resisting artillery. It would be difficult to adduce 
stronger evidence of the acts on the one side being 
those of aggression and on the other of defence. 

The fact, shortly, is, and this is the essential point 
of the argument, that her majesty’s authorities have 
not as yet altered their state of preparation, or 
strengthened their military means within the dis- 
puted territory, with a view to settling the question 
of the boundary, although the attitude assumed by 
the state of Maine with reference to that question 
would be a clear justification of such measures; and 
itis much to be apprehended that the adoption of 
such mneasures will sooner or later become indis- 
pensable, if the people of Maine be not compelled 
to desist from the extensive system of armed ag- 
gression which they are continuing to carry on in 
other parts of the same disputed territory. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion 
to renew to the secretary of state of the United 
States the assurance of his distinguished considera- 
tion. H: 8. FOX. 

This correspondence was laid before congress, 
and in the course of remarks upon it, Mr. Williams, 
of Maine, complained of the inaction of the general 
government, while the adverse interest has been 
sustained, and it seems may be enforced by the Eng- 
lish authorities. We make the following extracts 
from the speech of Mr. Williams: 

Mr. W. alluded to the late message of sir John 
Harvey to the assembly of New Brunswick in 
which he expresses great confidence that, upon the 
arrival in England of the commissioners who re- 
cently came out to examine the disputed territory, 
and upon their report being made to the ministry at 
home, such a proposition would be made for the ad- 
justment of the question of boundary as would be 
satisfactory to this government. He does not inti- 
mate what the proposition will be or how it will be 
made satisfactory, but the assembly thereupon passed 
a bill to authorise governor Harvey to raise a corps 
of twelve hundred men whenever it might become 
necessary. Our whole borders are being surrounded 
with military posts and fortifications; additional 
troops are being sent into the provinces; and soldiers 
and military works are placed within and upon a 
| portion of the territory in dispute. 

With such means upon our borders to render a pro- 
position satisfactory, who can wonder that sir John 
Harvey should feel great confidence that it would 
prove satisfactory? Would it not under such circum- 
stances, be wise to place our frontier in a condition 
which would enable us to consider and act upon 
any proposition which may be made us with calm- 
ness and freedom from coercion? Is it not apparent, 
while this government is resting in security, relying 
upon the strong and reiterated declarations of Great 
Britain of its anxious desire to bring the pending 


controversy about our northeastern boundary to an 


amicable and just termination, and conforming to 
the arrangements for preserving peace on the bor- 
ders, that the British authorities are steadily and 
constantly preparing for a different result? Shall 
we be blind to the recent augmentation of troops in 
the provinces—to the construction of military posts 
upon our whole eastern and northern 4rontiers—io 
the making of roads for the speedy movements of 
troops, and the erection of buildings for their ac- 
commodation? 

While Maine, deeply interested in the question of 
boundary, is looking with intense anxiety upon these 
extensive preparations for conflict, and is calling 
upon the general government to fulfil the constitu- 
tional duty of protecting and defending her against 
foreign encroachment and dismemberinent, what has 
the government done? Has it come to her in that 
way which would have been most likely to preserve 
her rights and bring the question to a prompt termi- 
nation? Is it not the duty of this government forth- 
with to meet the recent movements upon our part? 
Would not such aconrse promote the amicable and 
early settlement of the pending dispute? And by 
so doing, would not the hazard of border conflicts 
be greatly diminished? These questions demand 





ithe serious and solemn consideration of congress 


and the country. Maine does not desire, by any act 
of hers, to bring on a war, but she ought not, and 
cannot, suffer a portion of her territory long to re- 
inain in the military occupation of foreign troops, 
THE UNITED STATES AND GREAT BRITAIN. 

The following message, and the accompanying 
documents, were on Thursday last transmitted to 
the senate by the president of the United States. 
To the senate of the United States: 

I iransmit to the senate, herewith, copies of offi- 
cial notes which have passed between the secretary 
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of state and the British minister, since my last 
message on the subject of the resolutions of the 


17th of January. M. VAN BUREN. 
Washington, March 26, 1840. 


Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth. 


Washington, March 18, 1840. 

The undersigned, her Britannic majesty’s envoy 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary, has been 
instructed by his government to make the following 
communication to the secretary of state ofthe Unit- 
ed States, in reference to the boundary negotiation, 
and the affairs of the disputed territory. 

Her majesty’s government have had under their 
consideration the official note addressed to the un- 
dersigned by the secretary of state of the United 
States, on the 24th of last December, in reply to a 
note from the undersigned of the.2d of November 
preceding, in which the undersigned protested, in 
the name of his government, against the extensive 
systein of aggression pursued by the people of the 
state of Maine within the disputed territory, to the 
prejudice of the rights of Great Britain, and in ma- 
nifest violation of the provisional agreements enter- 
ed into between the authorities of the two countries 
at the beginning of the last year. 

Her majesty’s government have also had their 
attention directed to the public message transmitted 
by the governor of Maine to the legislature of the 
state on the 3d of January of the present year. 


Upon a consideration of the statements contained 
in these two official documents, her majesty’s go- 
vernment regret to find that the principal acts of 
encroachinent which were denounced aud complain- 
ed of on the part of Great Britain, so far from be- 
ing either disproved, or discontinued, or satisfac- 
torily explained by the authorities of the state of 
Maine, are, on the contrary, persisted in, and pub- 
licly avowed. 

Her majesty’s government have consequently in- 
structed the undersigned once more forrmally to 
protest against those acts of encroachment and ag- 
gression. 

Her majesty’s government claim and expect from 
the good faith of the government of the United 
States, that the people of Maine shall place them- 
selves in the situation in which they stood before 
the agreement of last year were signed—that they 
shall therefore retire from the valley of the St. John, 
and confine themselves to the valley of the Aroos- 
took; that they shall occupy that valley in a tempo- 
rary manner only, for the purpose, as agreed upon, 
of preventing depredations; and that they shali not 
construct fortifications, nor nake roads or perma- 
nent settlements. 

Until this be done by the people of the state of 
Maine, and so long as that people shall persist in 
the present system of aggression, her majesty’s go- 
verment will feel it their duty to make such milita- 
ry arrangements as may be required for the protec- 
tion of her majesty’s rights. And her majesty’s 
government deem it right to declare that if the re- 


sult of the unjustifiable proceedings of the state of | 


Maine should be collision between her majesty’s 
troops and the people of that state, the responsibility 
of all the consequences that may ensue therefrom, 
be they what they may, will rest with the people 
and government of the United States. 


The undersigned has been instructed to add to 
this communication, that her majesty’s government 
are only waiting for the detailed report of the Bri- 
tish commissioners recently employed tosurvey the 
disputed territory, which report, it was believed, 
would be completed and delivered to her majesty’s 
government by the end of the present month, in or- 
der to transmit to the government of the United 
States a reply to their last proposal upon the subject 
of the boundary negotiation. 


The undersigned avails himself of this occasion 
to renew to the secretary of state of the United 
States the assurance of his distinguished considera- 
tion. H. 8. FOX. 

Hon. John Forsyth, §c. 


—— 


Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox. 

Department of slate, Washington, March 25, 1840. 

The undersigned, secretary of state of the United 
States, acknowledges to have recieved Mr. Fox’s 
communication of the 13thinstant, in reference to 
the boundary negotiation and the affairs of the dis- 
puted territory. The information given in the clos- 
ing part of it, that a reply to the last proposition of 
the United States upon the subject of the boundary 
may be expected in a short time, is highly gratify- 
ing to the president, who has, however, given di- 
rections to the undersigned, in making this acknow- 
ledgment, to accompany it with the expression of 
his profound regret that Mr. Fox’s note is In no other 
respect satisfactory. 


After the arrangements which, in the beginning 
of last year, were entered into on the part of the 
two governments with regard to the occupation of 
the disputed territory, the president had indulged 
the hope that the causes of irsitation which had 
grown out of this branch of the subject could have 
been removed. Relying on the disposition of Maine 
to co-operate with the federal government in all 
that could lead to a pacific adjustment of the prin- 
cipal question, the president felt confident that his 
determination to maintain order and peace on the 
border would be fully carried out. He looked upon 
all apprehensions of designs by the people of Maine 
to take possession of the territory as without ade- 
quate foundation; deeming it improbable that, on 
the eve of an amicable adjustment of the question, 
any portion of the American people would, with- 
out cause and without object, jeopard the success 
of the negotiation and endanger the peace of the 
country. A troublesome, irritating and compara- 
tively unimportant, because subordinate subject be- 
ing thus disposed of, the president hoped that the 
parties would be left free at once to discuss and final- 
ly adjust the principal question. In this he has been 
disappointed. While the proceedings of her ma- 
jesty’s government at home have been attended with 
unlooked for delays, its attention has been diverted 
from the great subject in controversy by repeated 
complaints, imputing to a portion of the people of 
the United States designs to violate the engagements 
of their government; designs which have never 
been entertained, and which Mr. Fox knows would 
receive no countenance from this government. 


It is to be regretted that at this late hour so much 
misapprehension still exists on the side of the Bri- 
tish government as to the object and obvious mean- 
ing of the existing arrangements respecting the dis- 
puted territory. The ill success which appears to 
have attended the efforts made by the undersigned 
to convey, through Mr. Fox to her majesty’s go- 
vernment, more correct impressions respecting 
them, calls for a recurrency to the subject, and a 
brief review of the correspondence which has 
grown out of it may tend to remove the erroneous 
views which prevail as to the marner in which the 
terms of the arrangements referred to have been 
observed. 


As Mr. Fox had no authority to make any agree- 
ment respecting the exercise of jurisdiction over the 
disputed territory, that between him and the under- 
signed, of the 27th of February, 1839, had for its 
‘object some provisional arrangement for the resto- 
ration and preservation of peace in the territory. 
To accomplish this object, it provided that her 
majesty’s officers should not seek to expel, by mili- 
tary force, the armed party which had been sent by 
Maine into the district bordering on the Restook 
river; and that, on the other hand, the government 
of Maine would voluntarily, and without needless 
delay, withdraw beyond the bounds of the disputed 
territory any armed force then within them. Be- 
sides this, the arrangement had other objects—the 
dispersion of notorious trespassers, and the protec- 
tion of public property from depredation. In case 
future necessity should arise for this, the operation 
was to be conducted by concert, jointly or separaie- 
ly, according to agreement between the governments 
of Maine and New Brunswick. * 

In this last mentioned respect, the agreement 
looked to some further arrangeinent between Maine 
land New Brunswick. ‘lhrough the agency of gene- 
‘ral Scott, one was agreed to, on the 23d and 25th 
of March following, by which sir John Harvey 
bound himself notto seek, without renewed instrue- 
tions to that effect irom his government, to take 
military possession of the territory, or to repel from 
it by military force the armed civil posse, or the 
troops of Maine, on the part of Maine, it was agreed 
by her governor that no attempt should be made, 
without renewed instructions froin the legislature, to 
disturb by arms the province of New Brunswick in 
the possession of the Madawaska settlements, or in- 
terrupt the usual communications between that and 
the upper provinces. As to possession and jurisdic- 
tion, they were to remain unchanged, each party 
holding, in fact possession of part of the disputed ter- 
ritory, but each denying the right of the other to doso. 
With that understanding, Maine was, without unne- 
cessary delay, to withdraw her military force, leaving 
only, uader a land agent, a small civil posse, armed 
or unarmed, to protect the timber recently cut, and 
to prevent further depredations, 


In the complaints of infraetions of the agreements 
of the state of Maine, addressed to the undersigned, 
Mr.\Fox has assumed two positions, which are not 
authorised by the terms of those agreements: Ist, 
Admitting the right of Maine to maintaina civil 
posse in the disputed territory for the puposes stat- 
ed in the agreement, he does’so with the restriction 














within certain limits; and 2ud, by making the ad- 
vance of the Maine posse into the valley of the 
Upper St. John the ground of his complaint of en- 
croachment upon the Madawaska settlement, he as- 
sumes toextend the limits of that settlement beyond 
those it occupied at the date of the agreement. 

The United States cannot acquiesce in either of 
these positions. 

In the first place, nothing is found in the agree- 
ment subscribed to by governor Fairfield and sir 
John Harvey, defining any limits in the disputed 
territory within which the operations of the civil 
posse of Maine were to be circumscribed. The 
iask of preserving the timber recently cut, and of 
preventing further depredations within the disputed 
lerrilory, was assigned to the state of Maine after 
her military force should have been withdrawn 
from it; and it was to be accomplished by a civil 
posse, armed or unarmed, which was to continue in 
the territory, and to operate in every part of it 
where its agency might be required to protect the 
timber already cut, and prevent further depredations, 
without any limitation whatever, or any restric. 
tions, except such as might be construed into an at- 
tempt to disturb, by arms, the province of New 
Brunswick in her possession of the Madawaska set- 
tlement, or interrupt the usual communication be- 
tween the provinces. It is thus in the exereise of 
a legitimate right, and in the conscientious discharge 
of an obligation imposed upon her by asolemn com. 
pact, that the state of Maine has done those aets 
which have given rise to complaints for which no 
adequate cause is perceived. ‘The undersigned 
feels confident that when those acis shall have been 
considered by her majesty’s government at home, 





that the action of the posse was to be confined, 


as explained in his note to Mr. Fox, of the 24th of 
December last, and in connexion with the foregoing 
| remarks, they will no longer be viewed as calculat- 
ed to excite the apprehensions of her majesty’s go- 
vernment that the faith of existing arrangements is 
to be broken on the part of the United States. 
With regard to the second position assumed by 
| Mr. Fox, that the advance of the Maine posse along 
| the valley of the Restook to the mouth of Fish river, 
and into the valley of the Upper St. John, is at va- 
‘riance with the terms and spirit of the agreements, 
the undersigned must observe that, if at variance 
with any of their provisions, it could only be with 
these which secure her majesty’s province of New 
Brunswick against any attempt to disturb the pos- 
session of the Madawaska settlement, and to inter- 
rupt the usual communications between New Bruns- 
wick and the upper provinces. The agreement 
could only have reference to the Madawaska set- 
tlements, as confined within their actual limits, at 
the time it was subscribed. The undersigned, in 
his note of the 24th of December last, stated the 
reasons why the mouth of Fish river and the por- 
tion of the valley of the St. John through which it 
passes could in no proper sense be consicered as 
embraced in the Madawaska settlements. Were 
the United States to admit the pretension set up on 
the part of Great Britain, to give the Madawaska 
settlements a degree of constructive extension that 
might, at the time suit the purposes of her majesty’s 
colonial authorities, those settlements might soon 
be made, with like justice, to embrace any portions 
of the disputed territory; and the right given to the 
province cf New Brunswick to occupy them tem- 
_porarily and fora special purpose might, by infer- 
‘ence quite as plausible, give the jurisdiction exer- 
_cised by her majesty’s authorities an extent which 
would render the present state of the question, so 
‘long as it could be maintained, equivalent to a de- 
‘cision on the merits of the whole controversy in fa- 
vor of Great Britain. If the small settlement at 
Madawaska, on the north side of the St. John’s, 
means the whole valley of that river—if a boom 
across the Fish river, and a station of a small posse 
on the south side of the St. John’s, at the mouth of 
Fish river, is a disturbance of that settlement, 
which is twenty-five miles below, within the mean- 
ing of the agreement, it is difficult to conceive that 
there are any limitationsto the pretensions of her 
majesty’s government under it, or how the state of 
Maine could exercise the preventive power with 
regard to trespassers, which was, on her part, the 





movements of British troops, lately witnessed in 
the disputed territory, and the erection of military 
works for their protection and accommodation, of 
which authentic information, recently received at 
the department of state, has been communicated to 
Mr. Fox. imparta still graver aspect to the matter 
immediately under consideration. The fact of these 
military operations, established beyond a doubt, left 
unexplained, or unsatisfactorily accounted for, by 
Mr. Fox’s note of the 7th instant, continues a0 
abiding cause of complaint on the part of the United 
States against her majesty’s colonial agents, as 1D 
consistent with arrangements whose main object 
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was to divest a question, already sufficiently per- 
plexed and complicated, from such einbarrassments 
as those with which the proceedings of the British 
authorities cannot fail to surround it. 

If, as Mr. Fox must admit, the objects of the late 
agreements were the removal of all military force 
aud the preservation of the property from further 
spoliations, leaving the possession and jurisdiction 
as they stood before the state of Maine found itself 
compelled to act against the trespassers, the prest- 
dent cannot but consider that the conduct of the 
American local authorities strongly and most favor- 
ably contrasts with that of the colonial authorities 
of her majesty’s government. While the one, 
promptly withdrawing its military force, has confin- 
ed itself to the use of the small posse, armed as 
agreed upon, and has done no act not necessary to 
the accomplish:nent of the conventional objects, 
every measure taken or indicated by the other par- 
ty is essentially military in its character, and can 
be justified only by a well founded apprehension 
that hostilities inust ensue. 

With such feelings and convictions, the presi- 
dent could not see, without painful surprise, the at- 
tempt of Mr. Fox, under iustructions from his go- 
vernment, to give to the existing state of things a 
character not warranted by the friendly disposition 
of the United States or the conduct of the authori- 
ties and people of Maine—much more is he sur- 
prised to find it alleged as a ground for strengthen- 
ing a military force, and preparing fora hostile 
collision with the unarmed inhabitants of a friendly 
state, pursuing, within their own borders, their 
peaceful occupations, or exerting themselves, in 
compliance with theiragreements, to protect the 
property in dispute from unauthorised spoliation. 

The president wishes that he could dispel the 
fear that these dark forebodings can be realised. 
Unless her majesty’s government shall forthwith 
arrest all military interference in the question; us- 
less it shall apply to the subject more determined 
efforts than have hitherto been made to bring the 
dispute to a certain and pacific adjustment, the mis- 
fortunes predicted by Mr. Fox in the name of his 
government may most unfortunately happen. But 
no apprehension of the consequences alluded to by 
Mr. Fox can be permitted to divert the government 
and people of the United States from the perfurm- 
ance of their duty to the state of Maine. That 
duty is as simple as it is imperative. The construc- 
tion which is given by her to the treaty of 1783 has 
been, again and again, and in the most solemn man- 
ner, asserted also by the federal government, and 
must be maintained, unless Maine freely consents 
to anew boundary, or unless that construction of 
the treaty is found to be erroneous by the decision 
of a disinterested and independent tribunal, selected 
by the parties for its final adjustment. The presi- 
dent, on assuming the duties of his station, avowed 
his determination, all other means of negociation 
failinz, to submit a proposition to the government 
of Great Britain to reler the decision of the question 
once more to a third party. 

In all the, subsequent steps which have been ta- 
ken upon the subject, by his direction, he has been 
actuated by the same spirit. Neither his disposi- 
tion in the matter, nor his opinion as to the propri- 
ety of that course, has undergone any change. 
Should the fulfilment of his wishes be defeated, 
either vy an unwillingness on the part of her ma- 
jesty’s goveruinent to meet the offer of the United 
States in the spiritin which it is made, or from ad- 
verse circumstances of any description, the presi- 
dent will, in any event, derive great satisfaction 
fro the consciousness that no effort on his part 
has been spared to bring the question to an amica- 
ble conclusion, and that there has been nothing in 
the conduct either of the government and people of 
the United States or of the state of Maine, to jus- 
tily the employment of her majesty’s forces as indi- 
cated by Mr. Fox’s letter. The president cannot, 
under such circumstances, apprehend that the re- 
spousibility for any consequences which may un- 
happily ensue will, by the just judgment of an im- 
partial world, be imputed to the United States. 

The undersigned avails himself, &c. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 

To the hon. H. S. Fox, &c. 


Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth. 
’ Washington, March 26, 1840. 
The undersigned, her Britannic majesty’s envoy 

extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary, has had 
the honor to receive the official note of yesterday’s 
date, addressed to him by Mr. Forsyth, secretary of 
State of the United States, in reply to a note dated 
the 13th inst. wherein the undersigned, in conlor- 
mity with instructions received from bis govern- 
ment, had anew formally protested against the acts 
of encroachment and aggression which are still per- 
sisted in by armed banda in the employment of the; 


state of Maine within certain portions of the disput- 
ed territory. 

It will be the duty of the undersigned immediate- 
ly to transmit Mr. Forsyth’s note to her majesty’s 
government in England; and until the statements 
and propositions which it contains shall have receiv- 
ed the due consideration of her majesty’s govern- 
ment, the undersigned will not deem it right to add 
any further reply thereto, excepting to refer to, and 
to repeat, as he now formally and distinctly does, 
the several declarations which it has from time to 
time, been his to duty make to the government of the 
United States, with reference to the existing pos- 
ture of affairs in the disputed territory, and to record 
his opinion, that an inflexible adherence to the re- 
solutions that have been announced by her majesty’s 
government, for the defence of her majesty’s rights, 
pending the negotiation of the boundary question, 
offers to her majesty’s government the only means 
of protecting those rights from being in a continual- 
ly aggravated manner encroached upon and vio- 
lated. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion 
to renew to the secretary of state of the United 
States the assurance of his distinguished considera- 
tion. H. 8. FOX. 

The hon. John Forsyth, §c. 


The boundary question It is a matter of gra- 
tification to find in the British provincial papers 
language and sentiments partaking of a moderate 
and peaceful spirit in reference to the question in 
dispute between the United States and Great Bri- 
tain. The Quebec Gazette expresses the belief 
“that England would rather relinquished a portion 
of her rights than proceed to hostilities.” A Ha- 
lifax journal adopts the sentiment, and says:—‘‘I’rom 
all we can learn of the value of the disputed terri- 
tory, apart from other considerations, we think this 
would be the more judicious course; as a war with 
the United States, let it terminate as it would, could 
not but be attended with the most disastrous conse- 
quences.” . 

As to the ‘value of the disputed territory” it is 
probable that England estimates it very highly. Yet 
there are other and better modes by which she may 
procure it than those of force, which latter, it may be 
observed, can never prevail. The territory in ques- 
tion is worth far more to Great Britain than to the 
state of Maine, since it lies between two British 
provinces. Let England offer a fair equivalent, such 
as the navigation of the St. Johns,ora suitable price 
for the land. There would be no difficulty, we 
presume, in effecting a satisfactory negotiation; 
while attempts at intimidation will result in widen- 
ing the breach between the two nations. 

{ Balt. Amer. 


N. E. boundary question. In reference to the 
matter in dispute between this government and 
Great Britain, touching the N. E. boundary, the 
New York Star says: 

‘It is altogether, as it appears to us, a business 
operation; for a war of twenty years, of incalculable 
injury to both nations, might not bring this question 
nearer to a satisfactory adjustment than it is at pre- 
sent. Wecome, then to this conclusion. As Maine 
has a large territory, most of it heavily timbered, 
and uncleared, witha rocky coast and a cold climate, 
the possession of this disputed territory is not re- 
quired for any state purposes, and there is no point 
of honor at stake which should involve two friendly 
nations in war. Let Great Britain and Maine sus- 
pend all claim to the territory in dispute, and allow 
comiiissioners to appraise its actual value, and ad- 
just payments equitably, either to Maine or to Ame- 
rican settlers now in the territory claimed by Eng- 
land, but who are desirous of living under the go- 
verment of Maine,and are compelled to remove. 
Any honorable alternative but war must be the de- 
sire of every citizen who wishes our country to re- 
main prosperous and united.” 


The legislature of Maine, just before its adjourn- 
men, passed the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the patriotic enthusiasm with which 
several of our sister states, the past year, tendered 
us their aid to repela threatened foreign invasion, 
demands our grateful recollection; and whilst that 
spirit of self-sacrifice and self-devotion to the na- 
tional honor pervades the union, we cannot doubt 
that the integrity of our territory will be preserved. 

Resolved, That the promptness and unanimity with 
which the last congress, at the call of this state, 
placed at the disposal of the president the arms and 
treasures of the nation for our defence; the firmness 
of the president in sustaining the action of this state, 
and repelling the charge of an infraction of the ar- 
rangement made with the British lieutenant gover- 


nor, in March last, and charging back upon the Bri- 





tish government the violation of this agreement, 
and their decision in demanding the removal of the 


7 


British troops now quartered upon the disputed ter- 
ritory, as the only guaranty that England sincerely 
desires an amicable adjustment of the boundary 
question, afford us confident assurance that this state 
will not be compelled, single handed, to take up 
arms in defence of our territory and the national 
honor, and that the crisis is near when this question 
will be settled by the national government, either by 
negotiation, or by the ultimate resort. 

Resolved, That unless the British government, 
during the present session of congress, make or ac- 
cept a distinct and satisfactory proposition for the 
immediate adjustment of the boundary question, it 
will be the duty of the general government to take 
military possession of the disputed territory; and in 
the name of asovereign state, we call upon the na- 
tional government to fulfil its constitutional obliga- 
tions to establish the line which it has solemnly de- 
clared to be the true boundary; and to protect this 
stale in extending her jurisdiction to the utmost li- 
nits of our territory. 

Resolved, That we have a right to expect that the 
genera! government will extend to this member of 
the uniou, by negotiation or by arms, the protection 
of her territorial rights, guaranteed by the federal 
compact, and thus save her the necessity of falling 
back upon her natural and reserved rights of sell- 
defence and self-protection—rights which constitu- 
tions can neither give nor take away; but should 
this confidence of a speedy crisis be disappointed, 
it will become the imperative duty of Maine to as- 
sume the defence of our state and national honor, 
and expel from our limits the British troops now quar- 
tered upon our territory. 

Resolved, That the governor be requested to for- 
ward copies of these resolutions to the president and 
heads of departments, and to the senators and repre- 
sentatives in congress froim this state, with a request 
to the latter to lay them before the respective bodies 
of which they are members; also, to the governors 
of the several states, with a request to lay them be- 
fore their several legislatures. 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE. From the annual re- 
port of the commissioner of the general land office, 
it appears that during the year ending December 
31, 1838, the quantity of public land sold atnounted 
to 3,414,907 acres, the purchase money of which 
was $4,305,564. During the first and second quar- 
ters of the year 1839, the number of acres sold was 
3,771,094; and the purchase»money for the same 
amounted to $4,768,852. 

It will thus be seen that the sales for one-half of 
the year 1839 exceeded those of the whole preced- 
ing year. This is the more remarkable from the 
consideration of the general scarcity of money in 
the country for the last twelve months. The year 
1836 was distinguished for the large amount of sales 
of public lands. The entire proceeds for that year 
from this source amounted to more than twenty-five 
millions of dollars, being about six times as great as 
the anount received in 1838, and probably five 
times as great as thatreceived in 1839. 

The quantity of land to be surveyed and brought 
into the market in 1840, ’41, is nearly fifteen mil- 
lions nine hundred thousand acres. [Balt. Amer. 

THE cop FISHERIES. From an article in the 
Newburyport Heraid it appears that the first fishing 
company in New England was established at Glou- 
cester in 1624, and the place was incorporated as a 
fishing plantation in 1639. The trade became pros- 
perous; fish occupied the first place in the list of ar- 
ticles of export to Europe and the West Indies for 
many years. In 1763 the number of vessels of al! 
classes employed in this business was estimated at 
300 sail. 

The principal ports in Europe to which shipments 
were inade were London, Cadiz, and the ports in 
the bay of Biscay. The business increased rapidly 
after the close of the revolutionary war, and in 1799 
a vessel was despatched to take cod on the coast of 
Labrador, being the first sent there for that purpose 
from the United States. The voyage was success- 
fui; others followed; and so flourishing was the 
trade that at the breaking out of the liast war be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain seven 
hundred Aimerican vessels were employed on the 
Labrador coast. 

The embargo, followed by the war of 1812, ope- 
rated disastrously upon the trade. Those dealers 
who had large stocks on hand suffered a depreciation 
of fifty cents, and many were rnined. Nearly ali the 
larger and mote valuable class of vessels, as_ they 
returned from their voyages, were laid up and dis- 
mantled. 

After the peace of Ghent the business revived 
gradually. In 1816 the tonnage,engaged in the 
trade was about 18,000. The quantity of codfish 
taken for the last five years is thought to be as great 
as that of any preceding five years, with the excep. 
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tien of those from 1803 to 1807 inclusive, when 
Ma ol fishery was carried to its greatest ex- 
ent. | 

Of late years an entire change of markets for the 
products of the fishery, so far as it respects the large 
sized fish, has taken’ place. Since the opening of 
the Erie canal andthe increase of population and 
business consequent thereupon, an increasing de- 
mand for this article has grown up in that quarter; 
so that the New York and Albany markets, which 
previously required only a few thousand quintals for 

heir annual supply, now afford a demand for nearly 
150,000 quintals. ‘Ihe foreign export has cimi- 
nished in a ratio proportionate to the increase of the 
domestic demand. From 1803 to 1806 it amount- 
ed in value to $2,500,000 annually; for the last 
ten years it has been less than $1,000,000 per an- 
num. 

GREAT BRITAIN AND THE CALIFORNIAS. 
From the New York American. 

A work hias been published in London, within a 
twelve month, entitled “California; a history of 
Upper and Lower California, &c. by Alexander 
Forbes, esq.” in which it is stated, that ‘there 
have been some thoughts of proposing to the Mexi- 
can government that it should endeavor to cancel 
its debt to England-—which now exceeds fifty mil- 
lions of dollars—by transterring California to the 
creditors.” In Chambers’ Edinburgh Journal, a 
brief analysis is given of the contents; and it is easy 
to perceive, even by this partial glance, that, if Mr. 
Forbes did not write his bouk for the express pur- 
pose of recommending to the ‘British people the pro- 
posed transfer, he was still eager, as a British sub- 
ject, to avail himself of the rumored “thoughts” of 
his government, in order to give a new direction to 
that inordinate ambition which in England, more 
than in any other country in the world, is as the 
web of the spider, extending from a very small 
centre its subtile lines to every point of the com- 
pass, whereby at once the main part of the fabric is 
supported and strengthened, and no opportunity is 
lost of profit to the living occupant. 

Myself, { have no doubt that Mr. Forbes was 
employed by his government to give popularity to 
their scheme of territorial aggrandisement; but it 
is not my object at present to advance or to prove 
an opinion; Iam kere merely to keep awake the 
attention of my countrymen in aimatter where the 
should suffer nothing to lull their watchfulness, 
Our unsettled debt of grievances against the Mexi- 
cans happily puts us ina situation to insist upon 
their relusal of the proposition which has indubita- 
bly bee made them by the British government. 
Let us profit by it, nor suffer, if we can help it, our 
ancient mother to acquire a possession which no 
American can cast his eye over the map of his coun- 
try without perceiving, at a glance, would in such 
hands be a source of difficulties to us of the pre- 
sent generation, and a stumbling-block to our pos- 
terity. 

Having this object, [ proceed to copy some mat- 
ter of interst from the journal [ have named above: 

Present political condition of California. ‘In 1836, 
the inhabitants of Upper California rose in arms, 
put down the Mexican soldiery in the presidios, or 
forts, and declared the country independent. Mexi- 
co stormed and threatened great things, but the 
matter ended in smoke, and California has ever 
since gone on as it pleased. In reality, it cannot 
be said to have a government at all, and, from the 
mission system, where each village is an indepen- 
dent place, it does as well without as with one. 
But, in spite of this seeming emancipation, the 
transfer by Mexico io such a power as Britain would 
be alike unopposed and unopposable, unless some 

oint of etiquette with regard to Old Spain stood 
in the way. Such a transfer, however, at this time 
of day, ts not likely to tuke place after all, although 
hard cash might be considered by all men a fair 
enough equivalent, and although nothing but good 
would probably follow to the Californians. But 
Russia, which has a settlement (Bodego) in dan- 
gerous proximity to California; and the United 
States, whose mighty tide of population is perpetu- 
ally rolling inward and southward, may not be so 
scrupulous, and may take the land without any 
trouble about transfers.’’ 

[Russia and the United States—the latter espe- 
cially, the only strictly just government, in its rela- 
tions towards others, that has ever existed—less ccru- 
pulous than Great Britain!!! This is too pleasant! 
and the very sentence which follows, and which 
will remind the reader of what has been done, and 
is doing now, in India, by the scrupulosity of Eng- 
lishmen, would have made its writer blush, if John 
Bull were a person any way given to imodesty, 
when pondering his politcal consequence.] These 
are Mr. Forbes’ sentiments, and he seems to think 
that such a sovereignty as that of the East India com- 


another name.”’ 











pany in Hindostan, might be established in Califor- 
nia [the God of justice. and compassion forbid]! 
with the highest prospect of good to all parties. (!!) 

‘‘Were this to take place, the country would in- 
deed become an object of deep interest to Britain 
and its shifting population. But there are circum- 
stances, independently of this purchase and the con- 
siderations attached to it, which render California 
worthy of serious attention at the present time. If 
the proposed rail road be carried across the Isthmus 
of Panama, and steam navigation be established on 
the Pacific coasts of the Americas, California will 
come in for its share in the new commercial enter- 
prises that must result therefrom, and British mer- 
cantile settlements may dispel the deep lethargy in 
which it at present rests. Fortunately, there are 
good harbors on the Californian coasts, and captain 
John Hall describes that of San Francisco, in parti- 
cular, as being ‘one of the best and most interesting 
in the world, from its security and magnificence.’ 


Those of San Pedro, Sta. Barbara, San Juan and 


San Diego, are also good.” 

Natural advantages of Upper California. Upper 
California “is much larger than Old California 
{which is a region totally barren, and therefore cal- 
ling here for no notice}; ‘presenting a superficies 
equal to many of the most extensive and powerful 
kingdoms of Europe. That part of it which is at 
present occupied by the missions and settlers, is 
about 500 miles in length, and the breadth from the 
sea to the first range of hills may be stated at an 
average of 40 miles, which will give an area of 
20,000 square miles, and about 13,000,000 of English 
statute acres.” The surface of the country is very 
generally diversified by hill and plain, covered it 
parts by fine old forest oaks and other kinds of 
woods, and the soil is in some places of a light san- 
cy character, yet far from sterile; in others, of the 
richest loam. All travellers in this country have been 
struck with its fertility and beauty, but especially 
with its fertility. Vancouver was alike struck with 
the quality, quantity and variety of its vegetable 
productions, including apples, pears, plums, oran- 
ges, figs, grapes, peaches and pomegranates, toge- 
ther with the plantain, banana, cocoa-nut, sugar- 
cane, indigo and a great variety of the necessary 
and useful kitchen herbs, plants and roots.’ In ad- 
dition to these valuable recommendations, Upper 


iaY ace ° ° ° ° . : \ 
California, having its situation between the tropical 
y | and northern zones, possesses one of those tempe- 


ratures removed from extremes, such as mankind 
have always found most suitable and agreeable. 
Streams and springs are not sufficiently abundant, 
but, by @igging, water can be got in most places. 
The farther from the Pacific, the finer the land and 
its capabilities are said to become.” 

Population. ‘This rich country, capable (among 
other advantages) of becoming, Mr. Forbes thinks, 


one of the most productive of wine countries, is at | 


present inhabited, at least towards the coast, by 
inissionaries, by a scanty Creole or Spanish popu. 
lation, and by converted Indians, mixed and unmix- 
ed, to the very small number, in all, of 23,000 per- 
sons. Of these the proportion of the Indian popu- 
lation amonnts to about 18,000. The whole popu- 
lation are in a measure dependent upon, and reside 
in and around the mission stations, with the excep- 
tion only of those dwelling at three towns or villa- 
ges, which exist independently of the missions, and 
which owe their origin to old soldiers retired from 
service with grants of land. Besides these free 
towns, there are four forts or presidios, placed along 
the coast, and dividing the country ostensibly into 
so many tilitary districts, though the force at these 
forts has been contemptible, and though all the use 
the soldiers ever were put to, was to pursue and 
to bring back to the missions such of the Indians as 
close to run away after convertion.” 

Characler of the native population. ‘The Cali- 
fornian Indians have ever shown themselves to be 
a weak race, physically as well as mentally, low in 
the scale of being and civilization, unconquerably 
slothfual and filthy, and, in short, a people as differ- 
ent from the red men of the opposite coast, as one 
race can be from another.”’(?) Mr. Forbes says that 
‘the mission system tends most powerfully to keep 


up and to aggravate the natural defects in their char- 


acter, and to frustrate all prospects of true civiliza- 
tion, and all rational improvement.” He says, that 
under this system, they ‘‘are, in fact, slaves under 
Such a sovereignty as that of the 
fast India company in Hindostan, we humbly 
opine, would be only exchanging their kind of servi- 
tude for one on a larger scale, and more profitable 
to their iask-masters,—their abject state of sensual 
indolence for as degraded a condition of toil, with- 
out sufficient recompence,—contented ignorance, 
for ignorance repining and rebellious,—in short, 
though somewhat coarsely, the narrow license of a 
hog in mire for the harnessed privileges of a starved 
mule in a tread-mill. 








Productions, ‘Hides and tallow are the princi- 
pal articles of export, although the country might 
richly supply a thousand others. But the system 
of pasturage is one productive of the least possible 
toil fo man, and of course it is here the favorite 
system. Much might be made, nevertheless, out 
of a trade even in the two articles mentioned, as, in 
1831, Upper California contained, exclusive of ani- 
mals running wild, 216,727 black cattle, 32,201 
horses, 153,455 sheep, with inferior quantities of 
goats, mules, asses and swine. Wheat, also, of 
which the country produced 7,8574 quarters in the 
same year, is also, to a very small extent, an article 
of export. Barley, maize, beans and peas, are also 
cultivated overthe land. Such are the sources of 
income in U. California; but how miserably limited 
and scanty these are, according to our author’s clear 
sentiments, in comparison of the sources that might 
be drawn upon! Wine, brandy, olives, hemp, flax, 
with a numerous train of valuable vegetables, which 
have been proved to be most congenial to the soil, 
and all the manufactures for which the herds of do- 
mestic cattle present the material, might be forth- 
coming at the will of man * * * Sea otters, 
creatures with most valuable skins, abound on the 
coasts, and in the rivers of U. California, and at one 
time the Indians, when commissioned, hunted these 
creatures actively. Even in the time of Perouse, 
10,000 skins were got in ayear at one port, Mon- 
terey. 

Bat growing indolence had, in 1824, reduced the 
whole national produce in this article to 2,000 
skins, and capt. Beechy relates that, at the same pe- 
riod, when he visited the country, the inhabitants 
were buying otterskins of the Russians at $20 a 
piece, while the animals were swimming about un- 
molestedin their own harbors! Beavers also are 
numerous in California, and might be the source of 
much revenue. The interior lands contain, also, 
many wild animals, among which the lion, tiger 
and bear are the most formidable, though they do 
not seem to be so formidable as to molest the wild 
Indian tribes. Buffaloes, stags, roes, foxes, hares, 
rabbits, wild-cats, &c. are likewise found. The 
coasts and rivers swarm with varieties of fish.” 

For further information, equally interesting, on 
this subject, I beg to refer the reader to the eighty- 
sixth number (for August 24, 1839), of Chambers’ 
Edinburgh Journal, merely adding, as expressive, 
one of the seutences with which the editors con- 
clude their article. ‘Such are the natural charac- 
teristics, and such the natural capabilities of a 
country which circumstances may yet make of im- 
portance to British commerce and enterprise.” 

I have no desire for a premature expansion of our 
already immense territory; to such ambition the na- 
ture of republican institutions is, or ought to be, 
essentially opposed. But I confess I cannot con- 
template without alarm the prospect of our being 
shut, at however broad intervals, between two Bri- 
tish colonies. Moreover, fifty years, were we left 
to extend ourselves without impeciment, would in- 
evitably see us in possession of Upper California. 
The interest of the southwest would call for it, 
and its purchase from Mexico, should Mexico then 
retain it, would put us where the surf of the Pacific 
would be our safe and proper border, not the forts of 
a nation whose very kindred renders them, through 
jealousy, the least amiable of neighbors. 

Supposing that for the present this region be un- 
disturbed, fifty years hence it will not certainly re- 
main in the hands that now own it. England, 
Russia, and last, not least, in the premises, despite 
her present insignificance, Texas, will dispute the 
possession of it with us. Itwere wise not to leave 
this to contingency. 

At present there is noreason why England should 
not purchase this territory, if she can; buta like 
privilege is allowed us cf preventing her. If she 
press Mexico with the temptation of cancelling her 
heavy debts, we, on the other hand, can avail our- 
selves of her present position towards us, to induce 
that feeble power to decline the offer. The diplo- 
macy should be legitimate; its object is of the last 
importance. 

CoMMERCIAL RELATIONS WITH FOREIGN COUN- 
TRIES. A report has been published from the de- 
partment of state of the United States, in obedience 
to a resolution adopted by the senate at the last ses- 
sion of congress, showing the nature and extent of 
the privileges and restrictions of the commercial in- 
tercourse of the United States with foreign nations. 
In 1815 congress enacted a law repealing all dis- 
criminating duties upon foreign vessels and cargoes, 
to take effect in favor of any foreign nation *‘when- 
ever the president shall be satisfied that the discrimi- 
nating or countervailing duties of such foreign 
nation, so far as they operate to the disadvantage of 
the United States, have been abolished.” Twelve 
nations viz:—Austria, Brazil, Central America, 
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Denmark, Ecuador, Greece, the Hanseatic cities, 
Prussia, Russia, Sardinia, Sweden and Venezuela 
have met the proposition in a spirit of liberality.— 
In the ports of all these countries American vessels, 
with their cargoes, whether the produce of the Unit- 
ed States or not, are admitted on the same terms as 
the vessels of those countries respectively. If out- 
ward bound, they are entitled to the same drawback 
or bounties on goods exported, as domestic ves- 
sels are. 

With Great Britain, France, the Netherlands, 
Mexico and Texas our commercial relations are of 
amore restricted character. These nations seve- 
rally confine the principles of equality to the direct 
trade. That is to say, Great Britain admits the ves- 
sels of the United States into her ports on payment 
of the same tonnage duties and charges as British 
vessels, with these conditions—Ist. ‘hat the vessel 
be built and owned in the United States, and navi- 
gated by a master and a crew three-fourths of which 
are citizens of the United States; and 2d. That the 
goods composing the cargo be the produce of the 
United States, which in practice limits the import 
trade to the direct intercourse between one country 
and the other. The trade of the United States with 
the British colonial possessions is regulated by treaty 
stipulations or by diplomatic arrangement. In all 
cases, however, some restrictions are observed, giv- 
ing an advantage, in general trade, to British bot- | 
toms. The importation from the United States of | 
all goods but those of their own produce is mostly 
prohibited. 

France admits the vessels of the United States 
into her ports on payment of a discriminating duty 
of five frances or ninety-four cents per ton, over and 
above that paid by French vessels. In the impor- 
tation of articles the produce of the United States 
no difference is made between French and Ameri- 
can vessels; but in reference to other articles the 
discriminating duty prevails in favor of French bot- 
toms. 

In the Java trade, under the government of the 
Netherlands, the productions of the United States | 
and of other countries, are admitted at a duty of’! 
seven and four-fifths per cent. ad valorem if im- | 
ported in Dutch vessels, and fifteen and three-fifths 
yer cent. ad valorem if imported in vessels belong- | 
ing to the United States. 

Chili and the Ottoman dominions admit our ves- 
sels and productions upon the footing of the most 
favored nations—reserving the privilege of giving a 
preference to their own. Nine powers via: the Ar- 
gentine confederation, Belgium, China, Hayti, New 
Grenada, Portugal, Spain, the two Sicilies and 








Uruguay are left free to deal with the commerce 
and navigation of the United States as they may | 
think proper, without any other check than our! 
countervailing legislative provisions. With three 
of them, however, Belgium, Portugal and the two 
Sicilies, negotiations are on foot for the conclusion 
of coinmercial treaties. { Baltimore American. 








REGULATION OF STEAMBOATS. The following 
is a synopsis of the bill which has been reported to 
hen U. S. senate for the further regulation of steam- 

oats: 

1. Steam vessels not allowed the privilege ofen- 
roliment or registry, without a certificate of inspec- 
tion, and payment to the collector, if the vessel be 
under 100 tons burden, of $10; if between 100 and 
200, $15; if between 200 and 400, $20; if over 
400 tous. $30. 

2. A compulsory, thorough, and faithful inspec- 
tion of the hull, boiler, machinery and all equip- 
ments of the vessel and engine, to be made by in- 
spectors appointed by the distnct judges, and to 
hold the appointment four years, unless sooner re- 
moved. 

3. Inspectors empowered to examine witnesses 
under oath, touching the construction of the hull 
and engine, and touching any other matter of which 
it is their duty to enyuire. 

To discriminate between vessels adapted to lake 
and sea, and those adapted only to river navigation. 

To inspect the hull annually, to test the boiler by 
hydrostatic pressure, semi-annually, and oftener if 
necessary; may examine condition of the vessel on 
request of passengers. 

r To certify particularly the results of their inspec- 
ion. 

To determine and certify the maximum pressure 
to which the steam may be raised, not to exceed 
one-third of the test pressure; and also the maxi- 
mum height of water below which it may not be 
exhausted. 

To notify when vessels become unsafe to trans- 
port passengers. 

The examine and license enquirers, annually, and 
to revoke license for neglect of duty or misconduct. 

To report annually to the secretary of the treasu- 
ry, the number of steam vessels inspected, and the 





particulars of their equipments and condition; and 
particulars of accidents. 

To receive from the collector of the district for 
the annual inspection of each boat and equipments, 
$20; for all other inspections of each boat during 
the year, $15. 

4. Steam boilers to be tested at three times their 
pressure allowed as a maximum. Boilers to be 
provided with mercurial steam-guage, thermometer, 
and glass water guage, or a water float protected 
from agitation and foaming, by a curb, having an 
index showing the heightof the water. Gague 
cocks to communicate with a tube within the boil- 
er. Boilers to have two safety valves of approved 
area, one to be inaccessible to the engineer, except 
to raise it, to be loaded by the inspectors at the maxi- 
mum pressure; the other at half-way between the 
maximum and common working pressure. 

5. ‘The indications of the steam and water gauges, 
to be exhibited in view of the passengers, in a con- 
spicuous part of the vessel, showing ona scale, the 
pressure of steam and height of water the engine 
is working under. 

6. Hand force-pumps for injecting water into the 
boiler on failure of the engine pump, or obstruction 
in the injection pipe. 

7. The boiler rooms to be made fire proof inside 
by a lining of sheet iron, furred half an inch or more 
from the woodwork. ‘The decks around the smoke 
pipes to be similarly protected. 

8. Steamers to have two or more effective fire 
engines, double force pumps or rotary pumps, one 
on the forecastle and another aft, drawing water by 
suction pipes through the bottom of the vessel, and 
hose to each to convey water to any partof the ves- 
sel. Also filty buckets with bailing ropes attached; 
and axes; and two or more tanks on promenade 
deck, holding not less than 300 gallons, to be kept 
filled with water. 

9. Lake, sound and sea going steamers to have 
an equipment of sails; and safety boats sufficient to 
carry all the passengers and crew, one-half at least, 
in capacity to be life boats. River steamers under 
175 tons to have boats at least to carry 40 persons; 
over 175 tons, boats to carry at least 70 persons. 


10. Metallic tiller chains to be used instead of | 


rope, except so much as passes round the tiller 
wheel; the chain to be capable of being disengaged 
at the stern; and a spare tiller to connect with the 
head of the rudder post. 

11. At night a white light to be elevated forward, 
and a red light aft, the former twelve feet above the 
upper deck, the latter three feet lower. A steam 
safety pipe to be sounded every half minute in fogs 
or thick weather. 

12. As a“rule of the road,” steamers meeting 
“stem on,’ to starboad their helm and pass to the 
left; except that in rapid rivers, the ascending 
steamer shall have the preference of the inshore 
slack water and eddies, the descending steamer the 
preference of the current. Steaming vessels meet- 
ing sailing vessels, to pass to the windward, yield- 
ing the course and giving good berth to the sailing 
vessels. whatever may be the direction of the wind. 

13. Engineers to be of two classes, chief engi- 
neers and sub-engineers; to have license from the 
inspectors after examining into their competency 
and skill, sobriety and good moral character; none 
others to be employed. Every boat to have one 
chief engineer and a competent number of sub- 
engineers. Certificate of examination of engineers, 
and of inspection, to be posted up on board. 

14. Sea, sound and lake-going steamers not to 
carry gunpowder. ) iv i 
into the gulf of Mexico, and their tributaries, not 
to carry gunpowder except in iron chests, and no- 
tice thereof to be posted up on board. 

15. Any person putting on board of any steam 
vessel or sailing vessel, gunpowder secreted in 
other merchandise, disguised or falsely marked, and 
without information to the master, to be punished 
by imprisonment, and forfeiture of the powder. 

16. Inspectors punishable for giving certificate 
without examination, or for certifying knowingly 
what is not true. 

17. Allduties enjoined by law, enforced by penal- 
ties. 

18. For carrying excess of steam, or working the 
water below the point prescribed, penalty and for- 
feiture of wages. 

19. Any person employed on board by whose ne- 
gligence or misconduct the life of any person shall 
be destroyed to be considered guilty of manslaugh- 
terand punished by imprisonment. 


TRADE AND MANUFACTURES OF ENGLAND. The 
following article which we publish from the New 
York Star, touches upon an important subject— 
important both to this country and to Great Britain. 
The proposal of the Sheffield memorialists, that 


Steamers on rivers entering | 
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American flour be specially admitted into England, 
duty free, or at low rates of duty, for twelve months, 
is founded upon the peculiar relations which subsist 
between the United States and Great Britain. The 
amount of merchandise which England sends to 
this country annually, far exceeds in value her ex- 
ports to any other nation. We are her best cus- 
tomers. Since she must have breadstuffs, from 
what quarter could her supplies come with so much 
propriety as from her debtors on this side of the At- 
lantic, who are anxious to pay their debts, and who 
have abundant means to do it, if England will re- 
ceive such commodities as we have to dispose of.» 

By the operation of the corn laws whenever the 
duties on imported grain or flour fall gradually, the 
countries on the Baltic being nearer to the English 
market than ourselves, take advantage of the earli- 
est opportunity to pour their supplies of breadstuffs 
into the ports of England, and thns satisfy the de- 
mand before shipments from the United States could 
arrive, to compete with them. For the supplies 
thus furnished Great Britain pays gold or silver.— 
She paid last year, as stated below, five millions in 
gold for foreign grain; and this drain of the precious 
metals operated to produce those embarrassments 
and difficulties in her financial affairs which reacted 
so disastrously upon our currency here at home.— 
If a special preference had been shown to American 
flour, the wants of England might have been sup- 
plied without the loss of specie to her, we might 
have paid our debt by exporting a native product of 
our soil; and much of the affliction which has fallen 
upon both countries might have been averted. 

There is hardly any measure which would operate 
more favorably upon our affairs at present than the 
one proposed by the Sheffield memorialists. Flour 
is now abundant in the country, and the price has 
fallen very low. It is the article which we of the 
middle states could ship abroad more conveniently, 
just now, than any other. The farmer would find 
prices rising; the shipping interest would thrive 
under a press of business; transportation on the ca- 
nals would increase so as to render a reduction of 
tolls practicable and altogether advisable; the export 
of specie would stop; the burden of debt which now 
oppresses the country would slide off imperceptibly; 
and in a brief space we might enjoy the agreeable 
sight of business fully restored to its wonted ac- 
tivity. [ Baltimore American. 

Trade and manufactures of England. It has 
been frequently asked whether the late news from 
England by the steam ships, was not, taken alto- 
gether, rather of a gloomy character. We should 
think it was. 

In the manufacturing districts of England the 
banks, from week to week, have been obliged to re- 
duce their accOmmodations. This naturally has in- 
creased the pressure on the manufacturers and deal- 
ers, and—as the money must be had—iinmense sac- 
rifices have been made and are making to dispose 
of stocks, either of manufactured goods or raw ma- 
terial. Such sacrifices have not been made since 
the disastrous year 1826. ‘The natural result is that 
mercantile failures are numerous, and though the 
list of bankrupts in the London Gazette is a long 
one, on each Tuesday and Friday that it is published, 
the lists of insolvents who give up business by pri- 
vate arrangement with their creditors ismuch longer. 
In the London market money is comparatively easy, 
while, in the country, from the causes assigned, it 
is very scarce. he manufacturers will lose and 
are losing by the low price of goods, but this same 
low price may cause an increased demand from the 
continent, and will thus revive the export trade in 
the spring. The expected arrivals of cotton from 
America will lower the cost of that staple, and give 
activity to its sale, but it is questionable if the manu- 
factures of England will revive for some time. In 
truth, the revival of their trade depends upon the 
safety of ours. 

A most important meeting was held at Sheffield, 
on the subject of the state of trade between the 
United States and England. All the principal ma- 
nufacturers and merchants attended. The object 
was to consider a proposal recently made, which 
had for its object the immediate relief of the mer- 
cantile and manufacturing interests of the country. 
It was stated (in a memorial addressed to the privy 
council) that America owes several millions ster- 
ling to England in respect of our imports, of which 
£600,000 is due to Sheflield—that the derangement 
of our money market prevents the payment of this 
large debt, and prohibits the transmission of further 
orders from the United States, although British 
goods are wanted here—that the manufacturers are 
consequently compelled to cease to employ their 
workmen, aud to lose their profits on their capital 
invested in buildings and machinery—that ihe 
masses of the workinen are necessarily driven to 
have recourse to parochial relief—that besides these 
evils, the country is distressed by the scarcity of 
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good corn, (arising from the bad harvests of the last 
and the present year), and the present wet season 
threatens a third harvest much worse than the two 
last—that while the English crops have thus been 
so deficient in quantity and defective in quality, the 
crops in America have been abundant and good— 
that the deficiency of corn in England and supera- 
bundance in America, point out a remedy for the 
evils complained of, and that the Sheffield manufac- 
turers and merchants believed that if permission 
“were granted for the free importation of flour from 
that continent, the American debtor would be ena- 
bléd to pay olf a considerable portion of the debt he 
is owing to this country—the English merchant and 
manufacturer would be enabled to re-employ the in- 
dastrions mechanic—and the workmen would be ena- 
bled to obtain increased means of subsistence, and 
fresh life and energy would be given to the various 
mercantile and manufacturing interests of this king- 
doin, and a stoppage put fo the present impending 
ruin and misery.” 

The memorial concluded by praying the privy 
council to aliow the admission of American flour into 
England, duty free, or ata low rate of duty, for 
twelve months. 

Our commercial readers will see that this is a 
very important matter, For some years past, the 
balance of trade has been against the United States. 
For the year ending Oct. 1, 1839, our imports are es- 
timated at $170,000,000, and exports at $95,351,450. 
The exchanges being against the American banks, 
they were obliged to tighten their discounts, and 
thus prevent the American merchant (who had pro- 
perty) from paying his debt to England, or giving 
fresh orders. Hence the falling off of English manu- 
factures and the wants of the artisans. The Shef- 
field traders calculate that the balance of trade would 
be equalled by a reciprocity—by allowing at a low 
duty, or no duty, American flour into that country, 
we having too much and they too little. If this is 
allowed, we could pay our debts and give fresh or- 
ders; for the banks could and would freely discount 
under such safe circumstances. The present siiding 
duties upon corn are framed on the scheme of lower- 

ing the duty as the price advances, 

This fluctuating scale prevents the import of 
American flour, for when the average prices are so 
high there as to admit the staple at the lowest duty, 
the news of the low price may be carried out to us, 
but before American flour or corn can reach Eng- 
land, the averages may be low again so as to render 
it a dead loss to land the said flour or grain there.— 
Great Britain paid five millions in hard gold, last 
year, for foreign corn, and if the duty had been fixed 
and low, the grain and flour would have come from 
here, their best customers, in payment of what we 
owe and of fresh exports of manufactures. The 
Bank of England would not have been pushed by 
the drain of gold, merciants would have been spared 
the evils of a contracted currency, and we would 
have been spared the mischief of a nomentary panic. 
If flour can be shipped from America on moderate 
tering, itis the same as a remittance of gold: it would 
throw British capital into British circulation, in- 
stead of sending it to the continent—it would actu- 
ally throw so much additional capital into the money 
market—it would restore confidence, by showing 
that we wished to pay our debts—and by restoring 
confidence would revive trade. Orders for manu- 
factures would accompany our shipments of flour. 
England has facilities for making manufactures, 
America for growing corn—the policy should be 
to make these facilities operate for the mutual ad- 
vantage of the two nations. It was thought best to 
ask for the free importation of American flour only, 


and not of breadstuffs in general, to prevent any | 








a correspondence recently published between the 
above named house and Mr. Jaudon, that there has 
been a misiake; the conduct of that respectable firm 
not having been otherwise than friendly and honor- 
able. The following is extracted from Mr. Jau- 
don’s letter to Baring Brothers & Co. in answer to 
one of inquiry from them in reference to the charges 
above alluded to: 

‘scan have no hesitation in saying to you what 
I have taken pleasure in stating very frequently to 
others, that the conduct of your house towards me 
personally has uniformly evinced the most friendly 
disposition; and that I have repeatedly received 
from you important and valuable aid in my arrange- 
ments to meet my heavy engagements for the Bank 
of the United States. 

“In the particular transactions alluded to, so far 
from having acted with ‘gross deception and per- 
fidy’ in refusing to do on the 23d of August last what 
you had previously agreed to do—whbich was to 
unite with other friends in a large purchase of state 
stocks, or advances upon them—you not only punc- 
tually and cheerfully performed your engagement, 
but I find on reference to my letter of that date to 
the president of the Bank of the United States that 
I mentioned to him my consultations with you 
about the proposed arrangement, and expressed the 
opinion that I could not fail to accomplish it. 

*‘As to the other part of the charge in that let- 
ter, viz: that Mr. Bates sent out by the steamer of 
the 24th August, a list of my payables, with a de- 
claration that the bank must fail on the 26th, and 
that these were used forthe purpose of stock gam- 
bling, I need only say that although you may have 
considered it right to send such a list, yet I am 
quite sure (whatever others may or may not have 
done, of which I know nothing) your house is en- 
tirely incapable of using any confidental informa- 
tion for any unworthy purpose. 

‘In regard to the Bank of the United States, I 
may add that although from its anxiety to aid other 
banks, and its desire to assist the states by advances 
upon their stocks, it may have stepped out of its 
usual course of banking, yet I consider this but a 
temporary departure from its reguiar and fixed 
principles; and the special circumstances which 
were thought to justify this departure having ceas- 
ed to exist, the bank is now pursuing, and I am 
confident will continue to pursue, that system 
which placed it heretofore on the pinnacle of credit. 

“I am, with great regard, your obt. servt. 

[Signed] “S. JAUDON, 

‘‘London, Dec. 31, 1839.” 


Frortpa. The St. Augustine Herald of the 20th 
inst. says— 

Information has just been received that a wagon 
train from Post No. 2, on its way to Micanopy, es- 
corted bv some of lieut. Hanson’s men, (who com- 
mands Post No. 2), was attacked by Indians, and 


two of the escort, the teamster and one or two of 


the mules /illed. 
lated. 

The Jacksonville Advocate of the 17th instant 
has the following paragraph: 

The bloodhounds—alias, ‘‘peace hounds.”? We 
understand that nine of these canine warriors ar- 
rived at Garey’s Ferry on Friday last. Our infor- 
mant states that they are the most ferocious looking 
animals he eversaw. They areto be used by col. 
Twiggs, of the 2d dragoons, in an expedition to the 
Ocklawaha. We are also informed that an expe- 
riment was made on Sunday which fully tested the 
utility, as well as sagacity, of the dogs. An Indian, 
some time a prisoner at Garey’s Ferry, was libe- 
rated, andinstructed to travel a distance of five 


The bodies were much muti- 


jealousies on the part of the Enropean growers of | miles and climb a tree. The Indian did so, and the 


corn . 


It was stated that already from 40 to 50 thou- | dogs were put upon his trail. 


They went directly 


sand barrels of American flour are in bond, recently | to the tree, and the trail dog attempted to climb it, 


imported. ee } 

The prosperity of English commercial interests 
depends mainly on the next harvest, and it is as- 
serted that not only is the quantity of wheat sown 
much below the usual averages, but in the hilly dis- 
tricts much of the seed has been washed away by 
the rain. This leaves them greatly dependent on 
the spring corn which has yet to be sown. 

There never was a betier opportunity of benefit- 
ing both nations, and giving a spur to trade and 
commerce, than by changing the system relative to 
flour and breadstuffs. 

Mr. JAupoN AND THE Barincs. We publish- 
edsome months ago from the New York Courier & 
Enquirer, certain statements imputing an under- 
hand, perfidious course to the house of Baring 
Brothers & Co. in their dealings with the U. States 
bank. These charges, apparently made upcn good 
authority, attracted considerable attention at the 
time, and most persons were disposed to believe 
that there was foundation for them. It appears from 





and before the other dogs came up, had got up the 
tree about six feet. 
NAVAL. 
List of officers of the United States ship Peacock. 
Otahity, October 9th, 1839. 

William L. Hudson, esq. commander; Williain M. 
Walker, Ist lieutenant; George F. Emmons, 2d do. 
Oliver H. Perry, 3d do.; Thomas A. Budd, 4th do.; 
Augustus 8. Baldwin, acting master; James C, Pal- 
mer, acting surgeon; William Speiden, purser; Si- 
las Holmes, assistant surgeon; Alonzo B. Davis, 
passed midshipman; James B. Lewis, do.; Henry 
Eld, do.; G. M. Colvocoroussis, do.; James L. Blair, 
midshipman; George M. Clarke, do; William H, 
Hudson, do.; George W. Hammersiey, do.; Fre- 
derick TD. Steuart, captain’s clerk; Thomas G. Bell, 
boatswain; Thomas Lewis, gunner; Jonas Dibble, 
carpenter; J. D. Freeman, sailmaker; Thomas Pow- 
ers, purser’s clerk. 

Scientific corps.—Titian R. Peale, naturalist; 
William R, Rich, botanist; Alfred T. Agate, artist; 


James D. Dana, mineralogist; Horation E. Hale, 
philologist. 

Schooner Flying Fish.—Robert F. Pinkney, lieu- 
tenant commanding; George T. Sinclair, acting mas- 
ter; George W. Harrison, passed midshipman. 

The United States ship Relief was at Qahu inthe 
middle of September, 1839—officers and crew all 
well. She had gone to Sidney to deposite some stores 
there. 

The U.S. ship Vincennes and brig Porpoise, had 
sailed, the first on the 8th and the latter on the 10th 
of October, for Sidney, to rendezvous, and from 
thence to preceed to the southward. 

H. B. M. brig Sparrow Hawk arrived a Otahity 
the 9th Oct. 10 days from Oahu. [N. Y. Cour. 

The United States ship Independence, commodore 
Nicholson, from Rio Janeiro, was below New York, 
on Monday, at anchor outside of the bar. The In- 
dependence parted company with the Fairfield on 
the 26th March. 

The Sea Gull.—The New York Courier says 
there is too much reason to apprehend that the pilot 
boat Sea Gull attached to the exploring expedition, 
‘as tender to the United States sloop of war Vincen- 
nes, has been lost, and that all on board have perish- 
ed. She has not been heard of since the month of 
June last.—Then she left Orange, Terra del Fuego, 
about 40 miles north of Cape Horn, in company 
with the Flying Fish. A gale soon after arose and 
the latter succeeded in beating off the shore. This 
was the Jast seen of the Sea Gull. Lievtenants Reed 
and Bacon, two promising young officers, were on 
board. ‘The Porpoise had been twice in search of 
her without success. 

The United States ship Relief, of the exploring 
expedition, and last from Rio, has arrived at New 
York. The New York Herald states on the autho- 
rity of some of the crew, that there are nearly two 
thousand American and English sailors—at least fif- 
teen hundred—on the various islands in the Pacific, 
who were enticed away from the different whalers 
and other vessels, by the native women, and landed 
for mutinous conduct. 

The main portion of these poor fellows are com- 
pelled to sleep on the ground, which is strongly im- 
pregnated with saltpetre. After being six months 
ashore, completely naked and exposed, drinking a 
peculiar intoxicating liquor, used in these regions, 
their legs swell and they become bloated and putfed 
up till they look like so inany large oblong bladders, 
When once on shore they seldom leave, for they are 
thenceforth not worth a fig. ‘They become misera- 
bly indolent, and lazy, are treated like dogs by the 
natives, with, perhaps few exceptions. 

Many curious animals have arrived in this vessel. 
Lieutenant Long has brought home two remarkable 
dogs. One he picked up at Sydney, and the other 
at Terra del F'uego—also a splendid white cock-a- 
too, with a long queue like a celestial—a rare bird, 
obtainable only at New Holland. These are of great 
value to this country, and perhaps their like have 
never before been seen here. 

Naval court martial. ‘The Philadelphia North 
American of yesterday says that a court martial will 
shortly be held in that city for the trial of commo- 
dore Eiliott. 


We learn, from alist of officers of the navy yard 
at this city for this month, [published in the Army 
and Navy Chronicle], that capt. Thomas H. Stevens 
has been appointed commandant of the yard, to fill 
the vacancy occasioned by the decease of commo- 
dore Patterson. This appointment cannot be other- 
wise than acceptable to the inhabitants of Wash- 
ington, as bringing amongst them again, as a resi- 
dent, a geltieman so favorably knownto them dur- 
ing his former services at that yard. In theirname, 
we feel authorised to extend to him ahearty welcome. 

[| Nat. Int. 


ES OF THE UNION. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 


Imprisonment for debt and crime. We learn from 
the annual report of the secretary of statein Mas- 
sachusetts, that during the year 1839, the whole 
number of persons imprisoned, was 5,563—of whom 
4,603 were imprisoned for crime, and nine hundred 
and sixty for debi!! Of these 555 were imprisoned 
in the Boston jail—and 142 in the New Bedfora 
house of correction. Of the whole number of per- 
sons imprisoned, it appears that 177 were tem- 

erate, 2,047 iniemperate—and 2,530 not stated. 

he number imprisoned for drunkenness, common 
drunkards, &c. 1,522! There can be little doubt 
that the prime agent in the commission of the other 
crimes, which ended in imprisonment, was intoxi- 
cating drinks. 

The governor of Massachusetts prorogued the 
legislature of that state on Tuesday. During the 
session just terminated, ninety-seven acts and fifty- 
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NEW YORK, 
State security banks. The Albany Evening Jour- 
nal of Saturday contains a tabular statement, (which 


occupies the greater part of a page in that paper), | 


showing the condition and operations of the bank- 
ing association formed in this state under the ge- 
neral law, for the six months ending on the Ist 
January. 

It will be seen, says the Journal, that the asso- 
ciations have furnished during the past year, a large 
portion of our circulating medium. It has proved, 
thus far, asafe currency. But in the absence of a 
national bank, by means of which the state cur- 
rencies are regulated, and owing to the consequent 
general derangement in business, the notes of most 
of the associations, as well as those of the safety 
fund banks, have fallen below their par value in 
our cities. 

The remark we made in July last, that the bu- 
siness of banking under the general law, would not 
be found as profitable to stockholders as was an- 
ticipated, has been justified by experience. Several 
of the associations have discontinued their opera- 
tions, and are returning their circulating notes to 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—APRIL 4, 1840—STA 


tive shall otherwise direct, in which case the trea- 
‘gurer, with the sanction of the executive, shall pro- 
vide for the safe keeping of the public moneys. 
The law also provides that every bank which 
shall avail itself of the provisions of this act shall 
make no dividend exceeding six per cent. per an- 
num, unless it shall forone month previously there- 
tu have, bona fide, resumed specie payments; the 
outstanding debts of every bank moreover are not 
to exceed their present limits. The remedy against 
the banks of the commonwealth by motion upon 
ten days notice is suspended until the Ist of Janua- 
ry next; that mode of procedure having been de- 
signed to operate upon the banks as culpable de- 
linquents, and not as delinquents in consequence of 
unlooked for exigencies. 

It is prohibited to the banks to receive in pay- 
ment or on deposite bank notes of any bank out of 
the state of a less denomination than ten dollars. 
They are also forbidden to put in circulation any 
note, bill or evidence of debt, which is not payable 
on demand. The banks in which the deposites of 
the state are made, if they accept the provisions of 
this act, are required to pay the semi-annual inte- 





the comptroller. This, however, produces no ex- ‘rest due from the commonwealth in the month of 


pamens and no loss to the biil holders. 
egislature now make such amendments of the ge- 
neral bank law as experience and wisdom suggests, 
we hope to find the advantages anticipated from a 
systein of free banking fully realized. 


New York registry law. Notwithstanding the 
rumors to the contrary, gov. Seward approved, on 
Monday, the bill for registering the qualified voters 
of New York city. The bill, as far as dividing 
the city into small districts, so as to allow the vot- 
ing to be done in one day, goes into immediate 
operation, and willapply to the charter election, 
which takes place on Wednesday week next. The 
commissioners to carry out the law were imme- 
diately appointed by the governor, and we learn 
from the N. York Commercial, entered upon their 
duties yesterday. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Resumplion bill killed. This bill was debated in 
the house up to the time of adjournment to-day, 
when the vote was taken on the adoption of the 
report of the committee of conference, and was lost 
by a vote of 45 to 49. 

Thus has the bill of pains and penalties at length 
been defeated, after having occupied the time of 
the house more or less ever since the commence- 
ment of the session. The bill is now lost, and the 


senate need take no further action upon the report. | 


Immediately after the above result, another resump- 
tion bill was reported by Mr. Coolbaugh from a se- 
lect committee appointed some days ago at the 
request of Mr. McElwee, and it is expected some 
kind of a bill will pass, but it must be entirely dif- 
ferent from the defunct one if it meets the approba- 
tion of the house. The bill was only read by its 
title. { Harrisburg Chronicle. 


We learn from Harrisburg that on Monday the 
senate finally passed the resumption bill, by a vote 
of 17to 14. It fixes the period of the resumption 
of specie payments by the banks on the L5th Jan. 
1841. The senate refused to restore the section 
which had been previously stricken out, which 
went to authorise the issue of small notes. 

The bill passed the lower house on the 3lst ult. 
by a vote of 46 to 41, and only awaits the governor’s 
siznature to become a law, 

Both houses have agreed to adjourn sine die on 
the 16th April. [ Balt. Ame. 

VIRGINIA, 
The legislature of Virginia closed its session on 


Thursday. One of its last acts was the passage of 


a bill relieving the banks from the forfeitures and 
penalties incurred by suspension—which law, (adds 


the Whig), was sustained by men of all parties, | 


aud based upon the belief that it was for no fault 
or misconduct of the banks, that they suspeaded, 
but because of the foreign demand for specie. 
Virginia bank law. ‘The act of the legislature of 
Virginia in reference to the banks of that state, 
passed March 18th 1849, provides that the forfei- 
ture of their charters for refusal to pay specie, in- 
curred under existing laws, shall be suspended 
until the end of the next session of the general as- 
sembly; and so much of any act as may prohibit 
them from issuing notes for sums of five and ten 
dollars shall be suspended until the Ist day of 
April, 1841. The amount of any note or debt due 
frown any bank, with legal interest thereon, may be 
nevertheless recovered in any of the modes now 
authorised by law. The notes of the banks which 
are now receivable in payment of debts and taxes 
due to the commonwealth are to be received as 
usual, aud the deposites of the public revenue are 
to be made ag heretofore in the Bank of Virginia 
and Farmers’ bank of Virginia, unless the execu- 


Should the | July next in specie or its equivalent, if so required 


‘by the creditors, without charging any premium 
therefor. [ Baltimore American. 
NORTH CAROLINA, 

North Carolina, although one of the last states to 
move in works of internal improvement, evinces an 
energy in the prosecution of undertakings of that 
character which now places her among the foretrost 
of them. We noticed a few days ago the fact ot 
the completion of the great rail road from the Ro- 
anoke to Wilmington, 163 miles in extent, and we 
now find, by the following paragraph that another 
important rail road has just been completed. 

Phizzz—zzz—z22z. This is near, as we can come 
in type, towards expressing the strange sound which 
greeted the ears of the assembled population of our 
city, on Saturday evening last. About 6 o’clock of 
that day, the first steam locomotive, that ever snort- 
ed amongst the hills of crabb-tree, reached the li- 
mits of our city, and was enthusiastically welcomed 
with every demonstration of joy. The bells rang, 
the artillery roared and the people cheered, Huz.- 
za! Huzza!! HUZZA!!! The Raleig ani Gaston 
rail road is completed, and no mistake. The pas- 
senger cars are expected here to night, and we jolly 
cits cau now amuse ourselves with rail road inci- 
dents, until the assembly meets. ‘Last bell, sir, 
last bell! Hurry sir; hurry ma’am!’’—Where’s my 
trunk? [ carn’t go till I see my trunk—a round top 
kivered with flowered paper. ‘AJl safe ma’am!— 
allin the baggage car.” Phizzz—zzz—zzz—uding, 














dong, beil—ding, dong, bell. ‘Make haste, make 
haste.” “Oh my! Mr. Zeigenfuss, I’ve dropped 


Mr. Zig” —Phizzz—clack—clack—elack—lack— 
lack—lack—ack—ack—ck—ek—k—k—k—- Away 
they go!!! 

Magnificent enterprise! We have now occular 
demonstration ofthal, which ne man would have be- 
lieved thirty years ago, to be within the compass of 
human power. Truly has it been said, that the lest 
few years have unfolded more that is novel, vast and 
wonderful, than the whole eighteen centuries of the 
Christian era. 

The Raleigh and Gaston rail road is 86 miles in 
length, and has been constructed altogether by indi- 
vidual stockholders, the state having uniformly de- 
clined embarking in the enterprise. More than 
usual difficulties have presented themselves in the 
progress of the work over and above the natura/ 
obstacles, but they bave all vanished before a de. 

termined purpose and nevertiring energy. The 
| whole line is now finished, is said to be admirably 
built, and reflects high credit on the president, en- 
gineer, assistants, and indeed, all connected with its 
construction. We hail the rumbling of the first lo. 
comotive, as the glad omen of future prosterity to 
our city and county, and feel that we shall not be 
disappointed. [Raleigh Register, March 24. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Important decision. The constitution of Missis- 
sippi declares that from and after the first day of 
May, 1833, the introduction of slaves into.the state 
as an article of merchandise, or for sale, shall be 
prohibited. A case involving this principle was 
recently decided by the chancellor, in which an 
opinion is expressed contrary to the general idea— 
which was that sales of negroes brought into Mis- 
sissippi since May 1833, were null and void. The 
opinion of the chancellor goes to confirm such sales, 
provided the purchases were made for the use ol 
citizens residing in the state. The following ex- 
‘tract in the words of the chancellor will serve to give 











some view of the position assumed as the basis of 


his opinion: 
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From the facts shown by the pleadings, it appears 
that the purchase of the negroes was a substantive 
independent transaction, totally distinet from the 
act of introducing them, and wust, therefore, stand 
unaffected by any of its consequences. I know of 
no rule of construction by which the language of 
the constitution can be tortured intoa probibition of 
the sale of negroes. ‘The words ‘‘as merchandise or 
for sale,” certainly do not sustain such construc- 
tion; they are merely descriptive of the intent and 
purpose which must accompany the act of introdue- 


tion in order to bring it within the meaning of pro- 
hibition of the constitution. 
tence follows and stands in immediate comnection 


This part of the sen- 


with the words, “the introduction of slaves into this 


state,” and service simply to qualify and restrict 


the sense in which such introduction is prohibited. 
It merely points out and defines what should consti- 
tute the evil or offence which the constitution in- 
tended to guard against and probibit. The framers 
of the constitution were but employing the language 
which they deemed apt in the expression of their 
meaning. Thus, we intend to prohibit the intro- 
duction of slaves into this states, but we do not in- 
tend to extend it so far as to prohibit onr citizens 
from bringing them into the state for their own use; 
in order to render the introduction illegal it must 
appear as a part of the act that the intention existed, 
to use the slaves so introduced as an article of mer- 
chandise or for sale. If the framers of the consti- 
tution intended any thing beyond this construc- 
tion, instead of the language employed, we would 
expect to find thei declaring that the “sale of ne- 
groes in this state, which were introduced as_ mer- 
chandise or for sale, shall be prohibited from and 
after the Ist day of May, 1833.” 
LOUISIANA. 

The senate of Louisiana, sitting as a court of im- 
peachment, for the trial of judge Bosworth, have 
acquitted that functionary of the charges brought 
against him. 

OHIO. 

The question of the removal of the seat of go- 
vernment for the state of Ohio, from Columbus, has 
been settled for the president. ‘The State Journal 
of the 2}st says:—**The report of the joint commit- 
tee, directing the governor to issued his prociama- 
tion for proposals for the location of the capital of 
the state, was indefinitely postponed yesterday in 
the senate, by a vote of 19to 14. Thus has this 
vexed question been put to rest, we hope, forever. 
The repeal of the law making appropriations for the 
new state house, is the only action that has been 
had by the legislature on this subject. 

ILLINOIS AND WISCONSIN. 

[Illinois and Wisconsin are in a dispute concern- 
ing the boundary line between them. Wisconsin 
claims that the true boundary is marked by a line 


my bag!” “Get in, ma’am.” “Gracious, you’ve | drawn due west from the southerly point or bend of 
alinost jerked my calash off my head.” “Plase| Lake Michigan, in lat. 41,37; while Illinois claims 

| as far north as 42, 30. 
arisen from the language of different acts of con- 
| gress, in which the southern bend of Lake Michi- 


The difficulty seems to have 


gan and the latitude of 42, 30 are spoken of as be- 
ing identical, while in fact they are not. Accord- 
ing to the ordinary maps now in use, Chicago is 
within the territory claimed by Wisconsin. 
[ Balt. Amer. 
MICHIGAN. 

Legislature of Michigan. We learn from the 
State Journal of the 18th, that the internal imnprove- 
ment bill erecting a new board of coinmissioners 
of internal improvement, making the secretary 
of state and state treasurer members of the board 
ex officio, and one acting commissioner with a 
salary of $1,000 a year, to be nominated by the 
governor, and appointed by the legislature in joint 
convention, has passed both branches of the jc- 
gislature. The finance bill, proposing to antici- 
pate certain instalments of the five million loan by 
the banks, bad passed the senate. The legisiature 
resolved to adjourn on Monday, the 30th of March. 


IOWA. 

The Burlington (Iowa) Gazette of the !4th inst. 
states that the public land sales in that dis‘trict had 
commenced. During the first four days upwards of 
76.000 had been received, $69,000 of which were 
in specie, 

FLORIDA. 

The governor of Florida, ina message to the ter- 
ritorial legislature, introduces the following affect- 
ing incident: 

«Mr. Harlan’s dwelling was burned; and his fa- 
mily murdered, in the afternoon of the 29th of Ja- 
nuary last. Mr. H. was absent, and an eye-witness 
gives the following account of the return of the 
unhappy man, with an arined party, on the day after 
the occurrence. On arriving at the spot, we found 
every honse reduced to ashes, and at the kitchen 
door the bones of a human being nearly burat up; 








alter examining all around, we saw the track of 
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moccasins making ingress and egress the same 
course. On the trial, not far off, we saw articles of 
clothing, potatoes and papers dropped; about twen- 
ty-one persons, armed, now arrived from Iola, 
amongst them Mr. Harlan, who in a wretched state 
of feeling, proceeded to examine the burnt bones, 
which he believed to be those of his wife and sons 
whose knife he found amongst them. One of the 
company in searching behind the garden, about one 
hundred yards off, called out, “come here, Harlan; 
here is your wife!” Joy immediately sprang to my 
bosom, and I ran to see the dead come to life, where 
there was a general rush; but, lo! I found Mrs, 
Harlan lying prostrate on the ground, behind some 

ine logs, with her throat cut, a ball shot through 
bes arm, one in her back, and a fatal shot in the head, 
which must have been near, as the ball-patch was 
sticking in her bead. Her youngest son, say 8 

ears old, lay near her side, with his skull fractured 
f a pine stick which lay near him. He exhibited 
signs of life, and I had him carried to a shelter, wa- 
ter given him, and his cold feet, put in warm water, 
faint hopes are now entertained of his recovery. 
Had you witnessed the heart-rending sight of Mr. 
Harlan, embracing his little son, and calling him 
by his nickname, “Buddy! Buddy! Buddy!” with 
the solemn sound of parental affection, sunk to the 
lowest ebb of dejection; and then running to the 
corpse of his wife, throwing his arms around her, 
crying out, “‘my wife! my dear wife! oh! my dear 
wile!” I know your feelings would have given 
way as mine did: I had always felt a sympathy for 
these merciless savages, but my heart now assumed 
a stern fortitude, foreign to its nature, and I felt like 
not leaving an Indian foot to mark a track in the 
ashes of the desolation they have made.”’ 





REMARKS OF MR. CALHOUN, 

In reply to Mr. Webster’s remarks on the 3d March, 
(published inthe Register of the 14th wlt. p. 22). 
It affords me pleasure to say that the senator has 

discussed the questions on which he has touched 
in a calin and liberal manner, worthy of their mag- 
nitude, and honorable to himself; and I sincerely 
hope that when the general revsionof the tariff, 
which must come up at the next session, shall be 
under consideration, the discussion shall partake of 
the same temperate character. I, for one, pledge 
myself to meet the question with the utmost can- 
dor and fairness, having a single eye to the com- 
mon interest of the whole, as far as may be con- 
sistent with justice to the parts. 

The first point which the senator has made the 
subject of his remarks—that duties on exports and 
imports were virtually the same, as far as the staple 
states are concerned—was not advanced by me as 
an arguinent bearing on the portion of my speech 
relating to the protective system, to which he has 
confined bis reply. It was connected with another 
and dissimilar topic, and advanced rather as the | 
settled opinion of the south, than as argument; but 
it is proper to say, since it has been questioned on 
this occasion, that my convictionof its truth is 
deep, and that I shall be prepared to maxe it good 
whenever a suitable occasions offers. I do not re- 

ard the present as such, because its truth or error 
can have little bearing on the points now in discus- 
sion between us. 

The next point which he made the subject of 
remark is the position that, in the present state of 
our country, the effect of a protective tariffis toex- 
pand the currency in the manufacturing portion of 
the union, till the increased expense of production, 
in consequence of the expansion, becomes equal to 
the protection, when protection ceases against fo- 
reign importation, and new duties are required.* I 


ain willing to leave the argument on this important | 


osition where it now stands between the senator 
and myself, and shall confine what I have to say to 
one or two points incidentally connected with it. 
I, then, entirely concur with the senator, that tire 
imports and exports of a country, taking a series 
of years, and allowing for the profit and loss of 
trade, must be equal; but there is another position, 
the counterpart of that which, though not less true, 
is not so generally seen or admitted; that the 
amount of the exports must,in the long run, be 
jimited by thatof the imports. None will deny 
that if we are not permitted to import, we cannot 
long continue to export; unless, indeed, we should 
be willing to give away the product of our labor, 
So avain, if we are not permitted to import more 
than a given amount in value, annually, say forty 
millions, our exports, oa the same principle, in the 
end, will sink to the same point. Again, if the 








ae 


*It is Mr. Webster’s second head in the report of his | 


remarks. I have given the position, which he ques- 
tioned, in my own language, as tat in which he has 
couched it does not truly express the principle which I 
maintained. 


| great and leading articles of consumption are pro- 
hibited, or admitted only on the payment of extra- 
vagant duties, so as to diminish the amount of the 
imports, it must have a corresponding effect on that 
of the exports. Now, 1 ask, what must be the ef- 
fect of this principle applied to a protective tariff, 
in the present state of our export trade? Our export 
of home productions is about one million annually. 
Suppose an act should be passed prohibiting all im- 
ports exdept gold and silver. Such an act would 
not prevent the shipment of our great staples, cot- 
ton, tobacco and rice. We make more than can 
be consumed at home, and the surplus must be sent 
ahroad, however great would be the fall of price 
and the sacrifice in consequence of such an act. 
Put down the full amount of one-half, there would 
still be an importation of forty or fifty millions in 
specie; and what, I would ask, would be the effect 
of so large asupply, but a corresponding expansion 
of the currency and rise of prices? But suppose, 
instead of such an act, one shou!d be passed prohi- 
biting a yi amount of imports than one-half of 
the usual quantity; would not a proportional ex- 
pansion and rise of prices follow? And must not the 
effect be the same, if, instead of prohibition, high du- 
ties were laid, amounting almost to prohibition, 
on most of the leading articles of consumption, 
equalling in value one-half of the usual importa- 
tion? And, finally, would not the specie, imported 
in consequence of such an act, centre in that por- 
tion of the country where such articles were manu- 
factured, and be followed there by a corresponding 
rise of prices? 

The argument, it seems to me, is irresistible, and, 
of itself, establishes the position which the senator 
controverts. If, to this, the fact be added that the 
table of exports aud imports, and the history of the 
protective system, corresponds in every particular 
with the operation I have deduced from it, as a ne- 
cessary consequence, it appears to be conclusive. 
These tables will show, just as duties were imposed 
or repealed, the exports deceased or increased; so 
much so, that, after the great reduction in 1833, the 
exports of the great staples nearly doubled in four 
years, and those of domestic manufactures rose 
sixty-six per cent. insix. In speaking of the ex- 
ports of our great staples, although I referred to the 
exports to foreign countries, I might have shown 
that the increase was not at the expense of the home 
market; so far otherwise, if I am not greatly deceiv- 
ed, their exports north increased at the same time, 
but not in the same proportion. 

The senator seemed to doubt whether the tariff 
of 1828 increased wages. I had no means of ascertain- 
ing the fact from documentary evidence, but think 
it impossible that the vast increase of the currency 
which the tables show, took place in the manufac- 
turing portion of the union, after that tariff could 
fail ‘o raise prices generally there, including wages. 
I well remember that a former senator from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. Wilkins], who resided in Pittsburg, 
informed ine, in a conversation, that blacksmiths’ 
wages were doubled there, in consequence of that 
measure, 

I cheerfully admit, with the senator, that the 
home market is preferable to the foreign. It has 
many advantages; and among them I would prefer 
it on the ground that whatever might be gained by 
converting our raw materials into goods would ac- 
crue to our own brethren of the nortb, rather than 
to strangers, provided it be not done by sacrificing 
our interest. But how is this to be effected? Our 
great staples are too abundant to be consumed at 
home. ‘Take, for instance, cotton. If every yard 
of cotton goods consumed in the United States was 
the product of our own manufactures, it would not 
|take more than four hundred thousand bales to sup- 
ply the home demand, that is, but one-fifth of the 
amount produced; while the amount produced can- 
not be less than two million bales, including what 
is consumed at home. What is to be done with the 
other four-fifths? We must cease to produce it, or 
it must be consumed abroad. The effect of a high 
tariff is to curtail the production; but that only 
tends to diminish our capacity to consume, by iin- 
poverishing us, and thus causing a conflict between 
our interest and the manufacturing portion of the 
union. How is this to be avoided, and the interest 
of all parts seeonciled? That is the great problem. 
I see but one way, and that is, for our manufactures 
to command the foreign market, when our cotton 
would be shipped jn the shape of yarn and goods, 
instead of the raw state. This we would greatly 
prefer. But how is this to be accomplished, except 
by a sound, stable and uniform eurrency, and low 
duties, as [ explained when I addressed the senate 
when first upon this question? Sueh are my views, 
formed after much reflection. If E am in error, F 
ain honestly so. ‘Trath, and truth only, is my ob- 
ject, accompanied by an anxious desire to see the 











J interest of this great country harmonized on just, 





fair and liberal principles. It is impossible they 
can be on any other. 

I agree with the senator that currency is liable to 
be disturbed by many and various and powerful 
causes, some more, and uthers Jess permanent. I 
do not think that it has yet recovered from the ef- 
fects of the long and exhasting wars which termi- 
nated in the overthrow of the late emperor of France. 
At its termination, the currency of Christendom 
was in an unsound and unnatural state, particularly 
this country and Great Britain, in both of which 
paper had superseded gold and silver. We were 
the first to resume specie payments, which gave the 

recious metals a direction to this country. Great 

ritain resumed some years after, when it took an 
opposite direction, and hence the heavy exports of 
specie in °21, ’22 and ’23. The tariff of *24 checked 
that for a time, and that of ’28 gave the currency a 
direction hitherward again; which was followed by 
the operation of other and powerful causes, down to 
the late suspension as I have shown in my remarks 
when I first spoke on the subject; but I feel assured 
that the expansion which followed the tariff of 728 
is truly to be attributed to it, not only because there 
was no other cause at the time to which it could be 
attributed, but because it was of itself adequate to 
produce the effect, and because its duration and 
modification, in every particular, were such as 
might be expected from it. 

I agree with the senator as to the great im- 
portance of uniformity of prices, but am firmly of 
opinion that nothing short of the restoration of the 
currency contemplated by the constitution, and a 
surrender of the protective system, ean ensure the 
uniformity which he so justly appreciates. 

Passing over the other remarks of the senator, 
which I am willing to leave, as it now stands be- 
tween him and myself, I shall conclude by making 
a few observations on the objection he makes to 
the position that low duties are favorable to the 
exportation of articles manufactured at home. He 
thinks that the increase of the exports of such ar- 
ticles, after the reduction of the duties in ’33, is 
not to be attributed to the reduction, but to the ex- 
cessive previous importations from Europe, which 
compelled our manufacturers to get rid of their 
stock by seeking a foreign market. Without ad- 
mitting or denying the fact of such excess of im- 
portation of the foreign articles at this time, a de- 
cisive answer to the objection may be found in the 
explanation afforded by the tables themselves. In 
the first place, the increase of the exports, as wilk 
appear by reference to the tables, was steadily pro- 
gressive, each succeeding year being higher than 
the preceding, just as the duties went off, and the 
last year of which we have these returns, ’38, the 
highest of all. In the next place, the falling off, 
under the tariffs of ?24 and °28, followed almost as 
steadily the same law throughout the long period 
of eight years, making, for the two periods taken 
together, fourteen years, which clearly shows that 
the cause is not tobe found in any accidental state of 
the market. But there is a third and conclusive 
reason, that the great staples of the country follow- 
ed the same Jaw through both periods, and to which 
the cause assigned by the senator cannot apply.— 
To this, if further proof be necessary, may be added 
the general argument already stated, that any limi- 
tation on the imports, whether by prohibition or 
high duties, must act as a limitation on the ex- 
ports, and which is equally applicable to the staples 
and the home manufacturers, 

Let me now say, Mr. President, in conclusion, 
that I believe that we have reached a point of time 
when the interest of every section of our wide- 
spread country, north, east, south and west, may 
be reconciled, and the industry of the whole be 
placed on the firmest and most durable basis.— 
What we wantis calm and deliberate discussion, 
with a spirit to seek the truth, and to do equal jus- 
tice to all. E shall come to the question in that 
spirit myself. and if the diseession shall take a dif- 
ferent eharacter, the blame shall not lie at my door. 


TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS—Ist SESSION. 
SENATE. 

March 26. Mr. Wedster presented certain papers 
in relation to the claim of the heirs of Robert Ful- 
ton; which were laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. Sevier presented a letter from the seeretary 
of war, requesting an appropriation for the removal 
of certain Cherokee Indians in the vicinity of Fort 
Wavne; which was referred to the committee on 
Indian affairs, and ordered to be printed. 





Mr. Hubbard presented the petition of citizens of 


Wiseonsin, praying an appropriation for certain 
internal improvements; which was referred to the 
committee on roads and canals. 

Mr. Tallmadge presented the petition of 245 citi- 
zens of Niagara county, New ¥ork, in favor of & 
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general bankrupt law: which was referred to the 
committee on the judiciary. Y 

The senate then went into executive session for 
some time, and when the doors were opened, Mr. 
Benton, from the committee on finance, to which 
was referred the bill to reduce the drawbacks on 
refined sugar and rum, and to reduce the fishing 
bounties and allowances in proportion to the re- 
duced duties on sugar, molasses and salt, reported 
the same without amendment. 

On motion by Mr. B. the bill was made the order 
of the day for Monday the 15th of April. 

The bill for the continuation of the Cumberland 
road in the states of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, was 
then taken up, and, the question being taken on the 
amendment proposed by Mr. Norvell, it was lost— 
ayes 1, nays 34. ; ‘ 

Mr. Benton moved to amend the bill, by insert- 
ing after “Illinois,” the words ‘east of Vandalia;” 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, proposed to amend the 
bill, by striking out the last section—(the two per 
cent. clause). 

After some remarks by Mr. Clay, of Alabama, 
and Mr. Young, the bill was postponed, and made 
the order of the day for to-morrow; and the senate 
ad¢journed. 

March 27. The vice-president communicated to 
the senate a report from the secretary of the navy, 
jn compliance with a resolution of the 19th instant, 
inquiring whether lieutenants Wilkes and Hudson, 
of the exploring expedition, had been allowed or 
had assumed any rank other than that to which they 
were by law entitled. 

The secretary states that the department had not 
received any information in relation to any assumed 
rank, and if such had been assumed, it was without 
the sanction of the department. 

The following memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented and referred: 

By Mr. Norvell, from citizens of Michigan, ask- 
ing the passage of a bankrupt law. 

Also, from C. P. Deacon, asking an appropriation 
for alight house at the mouth of Pigeon river, in 
Lake Michigan. 

Also, from numerous citizens of Philadelphia city 
and county, asking congress to interfere for the re- 
lease of William Lyon McKenzie, imprisoned for a 
breach of the neutrality laws of the United States. 
Mr. N. said the memorial was somewhat novel in 
its character; the matter was entirely in the hands 
of the executive. At the suggestion of Mr. Clay, 
of Alabama, it was directed to be sgnt to the presi- 
dent of the United States. 

By Mr. Lumpkin, from numerous citizens of Co- 
jumbus, Georgia, asking the passage of a uniform 
bankrupt law. 

By Mr. Benton, from citizens of New York, ask- 
ing the passage of a bankrupt law to include cor- 

orations. 

By Mr. Tallmadge, from citizens of New York, 
asking the passage of a uniform bankrupt law. 

Also, from shipmasters and owners, asking that 
consul Trist may be removed, and a more worthy 
person promoted te the place. 

By Mr. Young, from 360 citizens of Chicago, [li- 
nois, asking the passage of a uniform bankrupt law. 

On motion of Mr. Merrick, 

Resolved, That the committee on pensions be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making suita- 
ble provisions for all widows of officers and soldiers of 
the revolutionary war who have not formed any sub- 
sequent matrimonial connection. 

The bill the more effectually to secure public 
money in the hands of officers and agents of the 
government, and to punish public defaulters, was 
read a third time; and, on the question shall this 
bill pass? 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, addressed the senate in 
opposition to the bill. 

Mr. Henderson moved to recommit the bill, with 
instructions so to amend it, as to include not only 
the agents or officers of the government, “but any 
and all other persons advising or participating in 
such fraud,’ &e. 

Mr. Wright defended the bill as it stood, deem- 
ing the language sufficiently comprehensive with- 
out the required amendments. 

Mr. Hubbard spoke in opposition to the recom- 
mitment. He thought the bill embraced all that 
was necessary. 

Mr. Prentiss spoke in favor of a recommitment, 
and the adoption of the amendments. 

Mr. Henderson asked the yeas and nays. 

The question to recommit was then taken and 
lost, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Prentiss, 
Preston, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, Web- 
ster, White—10. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Buchan- 
an, Calhoun, Clay, of Ala. Clayton. Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, 








Norvell, Phelps, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, 
Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wall, Wright, Young—27. 

The bill was then passed, 

The Cumberland road bill came up as the special 
order, an unsuccessful effort having been made by 
Mr. Clay, of Alabama, to postpone it until Monday. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, then rose and addressed 
the senate at some length, against the several pro- 
visions of the bill, and was followed by Mr. Tap- 
pan, Mr. Young and others, in its favor; when on 
motion, the senate adjourned to Monday. 


March 30. Mr. Tallmadge presented a petition 
from citizens of Onondaga county, N. York, pray- 
ing for the passage of a uniform bankrupt law. 

Mr. Webdsler presented a memorial of a similar 
character, from certain citizens of Boston, and took 
occasion to express his great wish that something 
should be dene towards the object of the memorial 
as soon as possible. He also hoped it would not be 
considered indelicate to ask the chairman of the 
committee on the judiciary, whether the senate 
might expect a bill for this purpose to be brought 
forward at an early day. 

Mr. Wall replied that the committee had a great 
deal of business before them; but still they had de- 
voted much time to this subject, and would present 
a measure with as little delay as possible. 

Mr. Webster, in reply, intimated that he had 
thrown into the form ofa bill, bis views of the pro- 
visions which he deemed expedient and necessary, 
and if they would be acceptable to the committee, 
or be of any aid in framing a proper measure, he 
would be happy to present them. 

Mr. Tallmadge also reminded the senate that 
with the concurrence of the chairman of the com- 
mittee of the judiciary, he had given notice of his 
intention to present a bill for a uniform system of 
bankruptcy. Without presuming to intrude his 
views or to take any lead in this matter, he would 
cheerfully present them if they would beacceptable. 

Mr. Wall said he hoped the senators from Mas- 
sachusetts and N. York would bring in their mnea- 
sures; and assured them that they would receive 
the fullest consideration; and that the committee 
would bring in a bill as soon as was consistent 
with a due attention to the subject. 

The bill (which passed the house on Friday 
night), authcrising the issue of treasury notes to 
the amount of five millions of dollars, came up on its 
first and second reading. 

Mr. Hubbard then rose and said that the chair- 
man of the committee on finance was absent from 
indisposition in his family. In his absence the 
committee have met this morning, and instructed 
him to call up the bill at the earliest possible mo- 
ment. They had examined the bill, and finding no 
difference between it and the printed copies which 
bad so long been on the table—they had further in- 














digality and profusion. He had expressed his ob- 
jections, at a former session, at large, to this trea- 
sury note system; and he would now only repeat, 
that acknowledging the necessities of the govern- 


ment, no necessity whatever would induce him to 
vote for this bill. 


The ayes and nays being called by Mr. Clay, of 
Keutucky, Mr. Smith, of Indiana, made some ob- 
servations on the exceptionable character of the 
measure, but avowed his willingness to vote for it, 
with the understanding, however, that he would 
never be looked to as being in favor of a bill of this 
kind. 

Mr. Buchanan declared that nothing would in- 
duce him to vote for the bill but the belief that the 
money required could be raised in another way. 

The question was taken on the final passage of 
the bill, and carried in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Brown, Buchan- 
an, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Dixon, Ful- 
ton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Nicholas, Nor- 
vell, Phelps, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, 
of Ind. Strange, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Young—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Clay, of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Davis, Merrick, Preston, White—7. 

And then the senate adjourned. 

March 31. During the morning a number of pe- 
titions and memorials were presented. 

Mr. Linn from the select committee on the Ore- 
gon territory, to which was referred the resolution 
of the 18th December last, reported a substitute 
therefor; which was read and ordered to be printed. 

The substitute asserts the title of the U. States; 
authorises the president to take such meuasures as 
may be necessary to protect the persons and pro- 
perty of the citizens of the United States resident 
thereon, and to erect a line of military posts from 
Fort Leavenworth to the Rocky Mountains for the 
protection of Indian traders; provides that when the 
boundaries are settled, one thousand acres of land 
shall be granted to each white male inhabitant of 
eighteen years of age; and for the appointment of 
an additional Indian agent. 


The resolution submitted some time since by Mr. 
Lumpkin, fixing the adjournment of congress on the 





| 18th May, being taken up, 


Mr. Lumpkin hoped that a vote might be taken 
on the resolution. His own opinion on the subject 
was unchanged, and he believed, as he had former- 
ly taken occasion to say, that the business of the 
country would be greatly accelerated if a definite 
day was fixed for the adjournment. He was aware 
that a majority of the senate differed with him as 
to the time mentioned; but if it was too early, the 
resolution might be amended so as to fix it ata 
inore remote day; but he hoped that some day would 
be designated. : 

Mr. Norvell thought that congress could not with 


structed him to ask the senate to regard the bill as | propriety fix a day for adjournment until intelli- 
having been referred to the committee and reported | gence was received of the action of the British vo- 


back without amendment. 
ingly taken up. 

Mr. Hubbard gave some explanations of the pre- 
sent condition of the treasury, and urged the pas- 
sage of the bill. 

Mr. Webster followed, and spoke at considerable 
length and with great animation and force on the 
treasury note policy, which he believed was the 
most expensive and objectionable mode of supply- 
ing the necessities of government. 

Mr. Hubbard replied; and, after some brief ex- 
planations from Mr. Webster, Mr. Benton rose, and 
expressed his objections to the bill, which were the 
saine as those he had stated at a former session, 
and which he would adhere to. He regretted to 
see any cali for treasury notes from the depart- 
ment; and regretted that the committee had re- 
sponded to the call favorably. If money was want- 
ed he preferred that it should be raised by a direct 
loan. He could not vote for the bill. 

Mr. Hubbard expressed his astonishment that the 
senator from Missouri who had so often stood up to 
denounce monopolies and corporations should pre- 
fer to this measure a scheme which would place 
the government at the mercy of bankers and ca- 
pitalists. 

Mr. Benton said he would not now reargue the 
question; but he adhered to the views and argn- 
ments he had advanced when a treasury note bill 
was under discussion at a former session. 

The bill was then reported from the committee 
of the whole to the sevate; aud immediately read a 
third time; and the question being on its present 
passage. 

Mr. Preston rose, and stated his objections to the 
bill on the grounds of unconstitutionality, and inex- 
pediency. He believed there was no authority 
whatever, in the constitution for the issne of these 
notes; and that they were designed to lead tothe es- 
tablishment of a government bank; and a perma- 
nent treasury currency; and would stimulate pro- 


The bill was accord- 





'vernment on the propositions submitted to her in 
irelation to the boundary question. 


With a view, 
however, of disposing of this matter for the pre- 
sent, he would move that the resolution, with the 
bill, introduced by him some days since, fixing the 
day of the meeting for the next session, be referred 
to the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Buchanan said he agreed with the senator 
from Georgia on this subject, and bad voted with 
him throughout. His legislative experience, which 
was not short, had taught him that seldom was there 
a determined purpose evinced to transact the busi- 
ness of congress until a day was fixed for the close 
of the session. As to the question of this north- 
eastern boundary, the British government last July, 
(he spoke from recollection), submitted a proposi- 
tion to this government for its settlement. This 
not proving satisfactory, our government submit- 
ted to the British government a counter projet, to 
eo: as yet, no answer has been received. He 

as very glad to learn froin the communication of 
the British minister, which was read in this body 
on Thursday last, though he did not like the temper 
displayed in that paper, that an answer-micht be 
shortly expected. When the expected answer to 
our counter projet is received, we will see day- 
light on this question. We will then be informed 
whether the British government accedes to the pro- 
position, and is disposed to settle it amicably, or 
whether she refuses, and in that event we will 
know what we have to do. He was not willing to 
vote for fixing the 18th of May as the day of “ad- 
journment, but that he thought thatin all human 
probability the reply of the British government 








would be received before the first of June. Should 
that answer be unpropitious, which heaven forbid, 
we can postpone it until such measures can be 
passed as we may deem necessary for the protection 
of the country. 

Mr. Lumpkin having acceded to the modification 
of his resolution, as suggested by Mr. Buchanan. 
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Mr, Allen said he would vote against the reso-; which there was such a perfect unanimity of senti- 
lution wnder consideration, or any other proposing |menut. He was willing toremain here until all the 


to fix a day for the adjournment of congress, in the 
present state of our loreign relations. He would 
consider a vote fixing a day of adjournment, at the 
present moment, when we are in expectation of the 
receipt of important intelligence from Great Britain, 
as equivalent to the declaration that we dee:med the 
anticipated answer of the British government as of 
no moment, whereas that answer might involve us 
‘in the most serious diffiulties with that power. 

Mr. Benton warmly opposed the resolution.— 
While the question with Fngland wore its present 
aspect, he deemed it neither wise nor politic to 
discuss an adjournment. It looked like saying we 
would do nothing to defend ourselves, and thereby 
would encourage and embolden the power whose pre- 
parations now menace us. It would operate as an 
encouragement to G. Britain to continue to push us; 
to continue to press and bear upon us: and from that 
measure collision and explosion might ensue. He 
was for deferring the question of adjournment until 
the public business was attended to, and especially 
until the question with England changed its aspect. 

Mr. Benton also dwelt on the preparations, be al- 
Jeged, had been made, and were now making by 
England, The senate some days since passed a 
resolution which wag offered by the senator from 
Michigan, [Mr. Norvell], calling on the secretary 
ef war for such information as he possessed re- 
lative to warlike preparations by a neighboring na- 
tion on the northern and northeastern frontier. The 
reply to that resolution has not yet been received, 
but every senator is aware that extensive prepara- 
tions are going on along the whole line of our 
northern frontier-from Lake Superior to Passa- 
maquoddy bay. That along this whole line, the 
British government are not only constructing per- 
manent fortifications, which every nation has an 
unquestioned right to do, but that she is also con- 
structing field works, which imply approaching 
operations, and which, under the laws of nations, 
we had a right to demand what occasion they were 
jutended for. But we need not confine our obser- 
vation to our northern frontier for signs of warlike 
preparation, but we tay look to the mouth of the 
Columbia, that important portion of our territory 
which mv friend and colleague, [Mr. Linn] so ap- 
propriately and perseveringly endeavors to turn our 
attention to. 
tant river, but to the Berinudas, may our atteation 
be turned to the warlike preparations that are being 
made. We can also point to the Bahamas—to the 
greatly increased facility of communication between 
Great Britain and Halifax—to the concentration of 
troops in provinces bordering on our frontier; all 
exhibited evidences of preparing for a slate of hos- 
tulities. 

He repeated, that under these circumstances, he 
was not for adjourning, or even discussing the 
question of adjournment. 

Mr. Tappan moved that the resolution be laid 
upon tie table, but withdrew it at the request of 

Mr. Norvell, who wished to be iniormed by the 
chairman of the committee on military attairs, 
whether it was the intention of the couunittee to 
report, at a day not very remote, a bill for the de- 
fence of the country. 

Mr. Benton said an answer to this question was 
intended in his previous remarks, ‘The committee 
had delayed their action until a report frou one of 
the departinents, which was expected at an eurly 
day, should be received. Loe 

‘After some remarks from Mr. Prentiss in favor 
of the resolution: 

Mr. Linn said, as bis constituents had a right to 
know his reasons for voting against this resolution, 
he would briefly state them. If he was asked wall 
consress be ready to adjourn on the Ist June, he 
would answer in the negative, 
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business that was beiore them was perfected and 
disposed of, and he considered that to be the true 
economy. 

‘The question was then taken on laying the reso- 
lution ou the t able, and decided in the affirmative: 
ayes 23, noes 17, as follows: 

Y £AS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Cuth- 
bert, Grundy, Linn, Merrick, Norvell, Phelps, Pierce, 
Porter, Preston, Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith, of 
Indiana, Strange, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, 
White, Wright and Young—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, 
of Ala. Clay, of Ky. Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Hubbard, 
King, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Prentiss, Sevier, 
Southard—17. 

The bill for the continnation of the Cumberland 
road in the states of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, 
was then taken up, the question being on the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Clay, of Alabama, to strike 
out the two per cent. clause. 

Mr. Wright addressed the senate at length in op- 
position to the amendment, and was followed by 
Messrs. Clay, of Alabama, and Phelps, in reply, 
and Mr. Smith, of Indiana, in support of the bili. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, proposed a modification 
of the amendment of Mr. Clay, of Alabama; 


pending the consideration of which the senate ad- 
journed. 


Apriil. A great number of petitions and me- 
morials were presented to the senate to-day praying 
lor the passage of a law, establishing a uniforin sys- 
tein of bankruptcy for the whole union. 

Mr. White, of Indiana, and Mr. Young, of Illi- 
nois, both spoke of the strong interest felt by the 
citizens of those states respectively on this subject, 
and expressed their earnest wishes for the speedy 
action of the senate un a bill for the purpose. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, of Mass. the bill which 
has passed the senate, and was slightly amended by 
the house, providing for remitting the penalties upon 
vessels engaged in the whale fisheries, was taken 
up; the amendment of the house was concurred in; 


and the bill thus passed from the consideration of 


congress, 


Mr. Allen asked the chairman of the committee 
on the District of Columbia if he intended soon to 
bring forward any measure on the subject of the 


Not only to the mouth of this impor- | banks of this District, which had petitioned for a re- 


newal of their charters. Those charters expire in 
July next, and as the subject would lead to discus- 
sion, he thought the measure intended should be pre- 
sented as early as possible. The questions involv- 
ed, he thought, were vital to the best interests of the 
community. 

Mr. Merrick, (chairman of the District commit- 
tee), replied that the subject had been under their 
colusideration for some titme; and that he would, on 
an early day, bring in a bill for the extension of the 
e}arters of the banks. The committee would wish 
the attention of the senate to be drawn to the ques- 
tion; and that the whole subject should be care- 


‘fully considered and fully discussed. He could as- 
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sure the senator from Ohio there would be no delay 
on his part. 


The vice president laid before the senate, a com- 
munication from the war department, enclosing cer- 
tain correspondence between the government and 
the Cherokee delegation. 

After the consideration of some private bills, the 
senate resumed the consideration of the Cumberland 
road bill, which was again debated until alter 4 


o’vlock on an amendment offered by Mr. Clay, of 


Alabama; Messrs. Clay, of Kentucky, Preston, Web- 
ster, Young, Calhoun and Clay, of Alabama, parti- 
cipating in the debate. The subject will be resum- 
ed to-morrow. 

A message was received from the president, in 
compliance with the resolution introduced by Mr. 


Mr. L. then adverted to the amount of privaf® | Norvell making inquires as to the military and naval 
business before them, and said that, independent ol | preparations in progress along our northern and 


any extraneous matters, and leaving entirely out | northeastern frontier. 


of view the threatening aspect of our foreign re- 
lations adverted to by his colleague, Mr. Benton, it 
was not probable they would be ready for adjourn- 
ment at the time designated. Letrus, said Mr. L. 
industriously set about doing the business belore 
us, and when we see our way through it, let us 
then fix a day for adjourninent. ' 
Mr. Tullmadge spoke at some length in epposi- 
lion to the resolution. It was fixing a day mach 
earlier than usual, when, owing to peculiar circum- 
stances in the other branch of congress, the public 
business was several weeks behiad its usual state 
of forwardness at this period of the season. He 
was for remaining here until the public business was 
perfected, or otherwise all the time spent in ma- 
turing it would gu for nothing. He ailuded to the 
necessity of passing a bankrupt law, which had 
been so loudly called for by the community, and on 
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The communication states, 
in a letter from general Winfield Scott, that the Bri- 
tish now have 20,000 of their best regular troops 
in their provinces, one-third of which force has ar- 
rived there since the spring of 1838; but does not 
inention any great increase of fortifications. 

Mr. Webster rose, in pursuance of notice given 
two days ago, to ask leave to bring ina bill to estab- 
lish a uniforin system of bankruptcy throughout the 
United States. 

I do not offer this bill (said Mr. Webster) in com- 
petition with any other which is, or may be, framed 
by the appropriate committee, or by any member 
of the senate. All I hope, and all I desire is, to 


'contribute what may be in ny power to the general 











progress anu success of the measure. I propose to 
refer this bill to the committee on the judiciary, 
which has the subject under consideration, and has 
not yet reported. If it shall meet the approbation 





of the committee, they will of course report it; if 
they see grounds for amending it, they will doubt. 
less amend it; and if they only find portions of it 
useful, my purpose will still have been answered, 

This bill, Mr. President, is short. It consists 
only of thirteen sections, and sume of these not long 
sections. Yet I think it embraces all that is essen- 
tially necessary. I have studied brevity and dis- 
tinectness in the law; and I have studied cheapness 
and despatch in the system. So far asI have not 
accomplished these ends, so far I have failed in my 
design. I have looked carefully through the recent 
British statutes, and the principal commentaries on 
those statutes, and through the insolvent laws of 
several of the states; and have taken information 
and advice at the highest sources to which I have 
had access, 

The bill provides for cases of bankruptcy, volun- 
tary and involuntary. 

It provides for cases of present insolvency, and 
for those of future insolvency. 

It does away with all preferences hereafter to be 
made, but takes no notice of such as may have here- 
tofore been made. 

And it contains, asI hope will be found, short and 
plain provisions for the distribution of the estates 
of insolvents among their honest creditors in pro- 
portion to their debts, and for accomplishing this 
distribution quickly, and without expense. 

The bill was twice read, and referred to the com- 
mittee on the judiciary, 

The senate then went into executive session, and 
afterwards adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, March 26. On motion of Mr. Duncan, 
the reading of the journal -was dispensed with. 

The speaker laid before the house the following 
inessage and documents, viz: 

A message from the president of the United 
States in compliance with a resolution of the house, 
communicating a report from the secretaries of state, 
treasury, war and navy, relative to the post office 
building, aud the responsibilities of the architect 
and commissioner of the public buildings, &e. &c. 

A report from the secretary of the treasury, in 
compliance of a resolution of the 24th ult. calling for 
information of the omission to issue patents to pur- 
chasers of land in St. Helena or Greensbury dis- 
trict in Louisiana; and also for a report of appro- 
priations which have been or are proposed to be 
made for prosecuting or completing surveys of land 
in Louisiana, ayd particularly in the aforesaid dis- 
trict. 

A letter from the secretary of war, transmitting 
a report of the commissioner of Indian affairs, 
communicating information called for by a resolu- 
tion of the house in relation to the proceedings had 
under the first and second provisions of the 4th ar- 
ticles of the treaty of Ist November, 1837, with the 
Winnebagoes, 

Also, certain packages of testimony in relation 
to the New Jersey election, which, after some con- 
versation between Mr. Medill and Mr, Rice Gar- 
land, were, on motion of the latter gentleman laid 
on the table. 

Mr. Jones, from the committee of ways and means, 
reported, without amendment, the senate bill pro- 
viding for the collection, safe-keeping and transfer 
of the public revenue; which was referred to the 
committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Reynolds, in pursuance of notice heretofore 
given, asked leave to report a bill providing fora 
survey for the continuation of the Cumberland 
road through the state of Illinois. Mr. Dawson ob- 
jected. 

The speaker announced the unfinished business 
of the morning hour to be the resolution heretofore 
reported by Mr. Cumpbell, of South Carolina, from 
the committee of elections, to print all the testimo- 
ny in relation to the contested election in the state 
of New Jersey; to which resolution an amendment 
had been heretofore offered by Mr. Rice Garland 
to print the testimony received since the report of 
the said committee was made, 

Mr. Boils resumed and concluded his remarks, 
after which Mr. Andrews, of Kentucky, said that, 
satisfied that this house had occupied fully enough 
of its time in the discussion of this question, he 
would move the previous question. 

Messrs. Rives, Chapman, Medill and Campbell se- 
verally appealed to Mr. A. to withdraw the motion. 
[Here the cries were loud—*vote it down—vote it 
down.”] Mr. Andrews said that from the appeal 
made to him by the chairman of the committee, 
(Mr. Campbell), he would withdraw the call for 
the previous question. And it was accordingly with- 
drawn, 

The speaker thereupon gave the floor to Mr. Me- 
dill. Mr. Alford rose to a point of order. Had not 
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the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Medill) spoke three | 
or four times. The speaker said the gentleman from 
Ohio had not spoke on this gestion. 

Mr. Medill (a wember of the committee of elec- 
tions) then proceeded to address the house in re- 
ference to the proceedings of the committee, and in 
reply to Mr. Bolts. Mr. M. proceeded until the 
morning hour had elapsed, when Mr. Jones, of Vir- 
ginia, moved that the house proceed to the orders of 
the day. 

Mr. Black, from the select committee heretofore 
appointed on the public printing, asked leave to 
make a report; stating that though this report was 
made a special order, and was to take precedence 
of all other business, yet he did not desire to present 
it now for the purpose of debate, but only in order 
that he might present a resolution, as he had been 
instructed by the committee to do. 

Mr. Jones said the report could be made to-mor- 
row morning. He was desirous rot to lose a mo- 
ment in resuming the consideration of the treasury 
note bill. 

Mr. Black said his only object now was to have 
the resolution adopted, and to relieve himself from 
any imputation of negligence in the discharge of 
his duty; the report having been looked for with 
much anxiety. The resolution was then read. It 
provides that the reports of the majority and mino- 
rity, together with all the testimony taken before 
the committee, and the journal, shall be printed for 
the use of the house. 

Mr. Black said the report of the minority, he be- 
lieved, was not yet completed, but would be in the 
course of a few hours; and when it came in, it could 
be printed with the others. 

The speaker said the report was made a special 
order; but that, by general consent, the printing 
might be ordered, and the further consideration be 
laic over until to-morrow. 

Mr. Rice Garland did not object, he said, to the 
adoption of the resolution. But he would inquire 
whether the chairman of the committee { Mr. Black) 
had reported on that branch of the subject which 
related to the separation of the patronage of the 


government from the political press of the country? | 


because, in this matter, regard should be had, tn 
some measure, to the report of the minority. He 
(Mr. G.) had prepared a report of the minority on 
this branch of the subject, to be presented when- 
ever the report of the majority should be presented. 

Mr. Black said the gentleman knew, as well as 
himsel{, that the question of separating the patron- 
age of the government froin the political press, had 
not been definitely acted upon in committee—that 
the committee had been laboriously engaged in ano- 
ther branch of the inquiry, and that it would have 
been physically incompetent for them to have in- 
vestigated the branch of the subject alluded to, and 
at the same time to have done their dviy in other 
matters. The committee were not yet prepared to 
report on that branch, but they would make a report 
in time to be acted upon in the house. 

Mr. Graves suggested that the question of the 
separation of the public printing from the political 
press, was the priucipal subject referred to the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Black said the gentleman was mistaken; such 
was not the fact. 

The speaker suggested that the matter, if laid 


over, by general consent, would come up to-morrow 
morning. 


Mr. Black said he would only say, in justification | 


of himself, that the first subject referred to the com- 
mittee was as to the prices paid for the public print- 
ing. The latter part of the resolution, by which 
the committee was raised related to other matters. 

The resolution (above stated) was then, by ge- 
neral consent, agreed to; with the understanding 
that the clerk should receive the report of the mi- 
nority, when ready, and have it printed. 

On inotion of Mr. Jones, of Virginia, the house 
resol ved itself into committee of the whole on the 


state of the union, (Mr. Dawson, of Georgia, in the | Mr. Pickens last evening, as tothe critical condition | 
chair), on the bill authorising the issue of treasury | of our foreign relations. 


notes. 

Mr. Montgomery sent to the clerk’s table an 
amendment which he proposed, when in order, to 
offer, and which was read for information. 

[It proposes to restrict the lowest denomination 
of notes to ten dollars instead of filty, as proposed 
by the bill.) 

Mr. Duncan [who held the floor from yesterday] 
proceeded iu bis remarks, and brought bis speect 
to a close about twenty minutes before five o’clock. 

During the latter part of it, something was said by 
him on Mr. .ddams’ resolution respecting the blood- 
hounds, which called up that gentleman, not in 
reply to Mr. D. but in comment upon the correspon- 
dence of the secretary of waron that subject, on 


which he expressed his purpose to speak at a future 
time. 


lreport progress, and ask leave tosit again, which 


| pundence with the solicitor of the treasury, show- 


He was followed by Mr. Underwood, who, after a 
short speech, offered an amendment to the bill, go- 
ing to prohibit the secretary of the treasury from 
making a deposite of the treasury notes ina bank, 
to be checked against by him, allowing the bank to 
draw the interest; or from using these notes in any 
other manner as a means of raising a loan thereon, 
or exposing them to sale; but requiring him to issue 
them to none but bona fide creditors of the govern- 
ment. 


Mr. Cooper, of Georgia, then obtained the floor, 
and addressed the coinmittee till ten minutes past 
six o’clock, when he concluded by offering, as an 
additional section to the bill, a provision authorising 
the secretary of the treasury to sell the bonds of the 
United States bank of Pennsylvania held by the 
government of the United States, for the best mar- 
ket price, and to place the same to the credit of 
the treasurer of the United States—the issue of 
treasury notes under the bili to be diminished ina 
proportionate amount to that raised by said sale. 

The chairman then gave the floor to Mr. Montgo- 
mery, who spoke in favor of the bill until eight 
o’clock. 

The debate was continued by Messrs. Tillinghast, 
R. Garland, Graves and others, when Mr. Thomp- 
son, of Mississippi, noved that the committee rise, 











was taken by tellers, [Messrs. Curter and Weiler], 
and decided in the affirmative, yeas 85, nays 44; and 
the committee rose. 

A motion was then made that the bill be made 
the special order for to-morrow; butthis was found 
to come in conflict with a previous special order 
heretofore made, and taking precedence of all other 
business, to wit: the report of the select committee 
no the public printing. 

It appearing that the report, documents and jour- | 
nal, of the committee, &c. would take some time In 
printing [as ordered this day] for the use of the | 
house. ‘The said report, on motion, was made the | 


| 


special order of the day for Thursday of next week. | 











to take precedence of all other business. 
And then the house adjourned. 


certain document respecting the salary of the dis- 
trict attorney of Indiana; and he quoted a corres- 


ing that a mistake of a clerk had led to the state- 
ment that the salary of that officer is $1,214. 


Mr. Jones, chairman of the committee of ways 
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The question being taken on the first amend- 
ineut ofiered by Mr. Habersham, was rejected with- 
out a count. 

The question on Mr. Underwood’s amendment 
was negatived, ayes 69, noes 90. 

The different amendments offered by Messrs. 
Barnard, Crabb, Proffit, Cooper, Curtis and King 
were also rejected. 

Mr. Rice Garland then offered the following 
amendment as an additional section: 

‘Be it further enucted, That an account shall be 
kept in the treasurer’s offiee of each note issued 
under the provisions of this act, and of the number 
of times each note shall be re-issued; also, of each 
note that shall be issued in the place of a note pre- 
viously issued.” 

Atter a few remarks from Mr. Rice Garland and 
Mr. Jones, the question was taken and the ainend- 
minent was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, the committee (at nine 
o’clock) rose and reported the bill to the house. 

Thereunon Mr. £astman moved the previous 
question, which was seconded, Mr. Proffitdemanded 
the yeas and nays on ordering the main question, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. Rariden, of Indiana, asked the speaker if the 
inain question was ordered to be taken if it would 


cut off the amendment of his colleague (Mr. Proffit) 


appropriating four handred and filly thousand dol- 
lars for the continuation of the Cumberland road in 
Ohio, Indiana and Illinois? The speaker answered, 
it would cut off all amendments. 

Mr. R. said the real friends of the road would 
understand it then. And the question was then 
taken and decided in the affirmative: yeas 105, 
noes 79. So the main question was ordered to be 
now taken. 

Mr. Vanderpoel asked the yeas and nays on the 
main question, which were ordered. 

And the main question being on ordering the bill 
to be engrossed fora third reading, was then taken, 


And the treasury note bill was then made the | hp decided in the affirmative: yeas 115, noes 76. 
special order for to-morrow [Friday] at 12 o’clock, So the bill was ordered to be engrossed fora thiid 


reading. And the bill having been ordered to a 
third reading at this time; and having been read, 


| 

-and the question being on its final passage, Mr 
ry ch 2 r : Z j 7 > ler c PORREM, (One. 
Friday, March 27. Mr. Howard, of {ndiana, rose) p;ofit moved to recommit it with instructions to 


and asked leave to correct a statement made ina 


inquire into the expediency of inserting an amend- 
inent appropriating $450,000 for the continuation 
of the Cumberland road through the states of Ohio, 


Indiana and Illinois; and asked the yeas and nays 
thereon. 


Mr. Banks demanded the previous question, 





and means, called for the special order of the day, 
which was the consideration of the treasury note | 
bill. | 

The house thereupon went into committee of the | 
whole on the state of the union, (Mr. Dawson ip 


Mr. Graves took the floor, and went at large into 


rious topics more or less connected with the biil, 
but in which great latitude of remark was permit. 
ted. Mr. G. concluded his reinarks at a quarter to 
four o’elock. 

After which, Mr. Black made some explanations 
in vindication of his course in relation to the ap- 
pointment of the public printer, &e. 





who replied at some length to certain portions 
|of the remarks of Mr. Graves, in which that gen- 
{tleman had reviewed, with some severily, the po- 
litical course of Mr. P. and his associates. 

Mr. Everett said he had yielded the floor for ex- 
planation, not for a palmetto speech. Mr. E. again 
iyielded to Mr. Graves, who replied briefly to Mr. 
| Pickens, alter which Mr. Everet/ took the floor, and 
made afew remarks in reply to the remarks made by 


committee on foreign aflairs) expressed his decided 
conviction that there was no immediate cause for 
\the apprehension of hostilities between Great Bii- 
‘tain and the United States. 

Mr. Fisher made a few remarks in favor of the 
bill. 

Mr. Bell followed in some remarks, directed 
chieflv to the condition of the Western frontier. 

The debate was continued (in various forms) by 
Messrs. Sinith, of Maine, Monroe, Davis, of Ken- 
'tueky, Morgan, Cooper Davis, of Indiana, Cushing, 
Bell, Ramsey and Alford. 

The debate onthe bill having now closed, and 
loud cries for the question resounding from all quar- 
ters of the hall, the bill was read preparatory to 
taking a vote on each of the several ainendments 
which had been offered. 





“aspeech, in the course of which he touched on va- | 


‘The chair then gave the floor to Mr, Everett, | 
who yielded it for the moment to Mr. Pickens, | 


Mr. E. (a member of the| 


which was seconded. Mr. Goode asked the yeas 


jand mays on ordering the main question, which 


were ordered, and, being taken, were, yeas 106, 
navs 65. So the main question was ordered to be 
taken. 


: | Mr. Biddle asked the yea nai 
the chair), and resumed the consideration of that) a Bid le asked ml yeas and nays on the main 
bill | qnestion, which was ordered. And the main ques- 


| tion “shail the bili pass?” was then taken and de- 
|cided in the affirmative: yeas 110, nays 66, as fol- 
lows: ‘ 
| YEAS—Mesers. Adams, Judson Allen, Hugh J. 
) Ande rson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bleck, 
| Biackw e l, Boyd. Brewsier, A. V. Brown, A. G. Brown, 
| Burke, W. O. Builer, Bynum, John Campbell, Carr, 
| Casey, Chapman, Chinn, Clifiurd, Coles, Gennor, M. 

A. Cooper, William R. Cooper, Crary, Cress, Dana, 'T. 
| Davee, J. W. Davis, Dickerson, Doan, Deig, Duncan, 
Karl, Vastman, Fine, Floyd, Galbraith, Hemmend, 
Hand, J. Hasungs, Hawkins, J. Ail), of N. Carolina 

Hillen, Hclleman, Holmes, Howard, Hubbard, Jack- 
son, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Natlhia- 
niel Jones, John W. Joves, Keim, Kemble, Kille. Lead- 
betier. Lect. Leonard. Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McCle!- 
lan, MecCulluh, McKay, Marchand, Medill, Miller 
Montanya, Montgomery, 8. W. Morris, Newhard, Nis- 
bet, Parish, Parmenter, Paynter, Prentiss, Ramsey 

Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Edward Rogers, J. Rogers. 
Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, J. Smith, Stark. 
weather. Steenrod, Sirong, Sum‘er, Swearingen, Swe- 
ney, Tayl: r, F. J homas, if F. Themas, J. ‘Thompson 
Turney, Vancerpoel, D. D. Wagener, Watterson, We I. 
‘ler, Wick, J. W. Williams, Henry Williams, Worthine- 
ton—110. Keg 

NAYsS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Andrews, Baker 
Bell, Biddle, Botts, Brockway, Callioun, Carter, Chit- 
tencen, Clark, Jas. Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, 
Uurus, Garret Davis, Dawson, Dillett, Rice Garland, 
| Gates, Gentry, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Graves, Green, 
| Habersham, W.5. Hastings, Hawes, John Hil, of Va. 
| Hiotiman, Hopkins, James, Kempshal!, King, Lineoln 
| McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Monroe, Morgan, Na Jor, 
| Osborre, Palen, Pope, Proffit, Randolph, Rariden. Ray- 
ner, Ridgeway, Saltonstall, Slade, Trueman Smith, 
Stanly, Steuart, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, ‘Til- 
linghast, Triplett, Warren, John White, Thos. Ww. Wil. 
liams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Wiliiams—66, 
So the bill was pxssed. 


Mr. Rhett moved that when the house adjourn, 
it adjourn to meet on Monday next; which motion 
| the speaker announced to have been lost, there be- 
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ing ve quorum voting. And, at half past 10 o’clock, 
the house adjourned. 

Saturday, March 28. Mr. W. Thompson gave 
notice that he would, when the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. Duncan) came into the hall, ask the 
house to allow him five minutes for a personal ex- 
planation. 

Mr. Lincoln, by leave, presented a memorial of 
Benjamin Homans and Alfred B. Claxton, of the 
city of Washington, setting forth that they contract- 
ed with the department of state to print and bind 
the last Biennial Register, (or Blue Book), and 
gave bond, with surety, for the execution of the 

-contract; that they were unable to execute the 
same, and that a new contract was made with ano. 
ther person; that no Joss whatsoever accrued to the 
United States by their failure; and praying to be 
relieved from the penalty of their bond. 

Mr. Lincoln also presented, by leave, a memorial 
of Edward S. Wright, surety of the above named 
Homans and Claxton, praying to be exonerated 
from his liability as surety in the bond above men- 
tioned. 

Both of these memorials were referred to the 
committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Chapman, of Iowa, in pursuance of notice 
heretofore given, obtained leave, and introduced a 
bill to establish certain post routes in and to the 
territory of Iowa, and to discontinue certain routes 
therein mentioned; which bill was read the first and 
second time, and referred to the committee on the 
post office and post roads. 

Mr. Howard, by leave, presented a petition of 
citizens of the state of Indiana, settlers on public 
lands, praying that the laws granting pre-emption 
rights to settlers may be so amended as to cover 
their respective cases; which petition was referred 
to the committee on public lands. 

Mr. Prentiss, on leave, made certain explanations 
in reply to personal remarks made in committee 
yesterday by Mr. Morgan. 

The speaker laid before the house the following 
executive communications, viz: 

1. A letter from the postmaster general, enclos- 
ing a report, under an order of the bouse of the 23d 
instant, showing the causes and extent of the deten- 
tion of the mail, and the irregularity of its convey- 
auce between Wheeling, in Virginia, and Bridge- 
port, in the state of Ohio; and stating that, in his 
opinion, the best means of remedying the evil, 
would be a suitable bridge across the Ohio river. 

2. A letter from the secretary of war, transmit- 
ting the reports, plans and estimates for the con- 
struction of a harbor at Racine, on Lake Michigan, 
called for on the 9th instant. 

3. A packet containing depositions in relation to 
the New Jersey election; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

The speaker announced the unfinished business 
of the morning hour to be the resolution heretofore 
reported by Mr. Campbell, of South Carolina, fromm 
the committee of elections, to print all the testimony 
in relation to the contested election in the state of 
New Jersey; to which resolution an amendment 
had been heretofore offered by Mr. Rice Garland 
to print the testimony received since the report of 
the said committee was made. 

Mr. Medill (who was entitled to the floor) ad- 
dressed the house during the morning hour, and had 
not concluded when, the hour having elapsed, the 
house passed to the orders of the day, being the 
consideration of bills on the private calendar; when 
a number of engrossed bills were taken up, read the 
third time and passed, and others postponed till 
Saturday next. 

The bill to amend an act entitled “an act to re- 
mit duties upon certain goods destroyed by fire at 
the late conflagration in the city of New York, in 
December, 1835,” passed July 7, 1838,-was_ post- 
poned to Saturday, 4th April, 

The house then adjourned. 

[ Select committee to inquire into alledged abuses of 
the franking privilege—Messrs. Chittenden, Howard 
and Saltonstall. 

Select committee on the expediency of further legis- 
lation concerning returns of members of congress— 
Messrs. Triplett, J. Q. Adams, Beil, Casey, Keim, 
McCarty, Jameson, Peck and Eastman. 

Select committee on the delivery of slationery to per- 
sons not entitled to it—Messrs. Weller, W. C. John- 
son and Steenrod. ] mi 

Monday, March 30. Mr. King, of Ga. asked and 
obtained leave to have the journal corrected by in- 
serting his name among the negatives on the treasury 
note bill. He had voted, but, in the confusion, his 
response had not been heard by the clerk. 

This being petition day, the chair stated that, on 
the last petition day, an appeal was pending, which 
had been made by the gentleman from Massachu- 








lition petitions, which, undera rule of the house, 
could not be received, it was not in order for him to 
move that the fact of their presentation should be 
recorded onthe journal. And on the appeal the 
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Andrews) was en- 
titled to the floor. 

Mr. Andrews, after a few prefatory words, moved 
the previous question on the appeal. 

The motion was seconded, put and carried, and 
the main question being on sustaining the decision 
of the chair, it was carried without a count. 

The chair then resumed the call for petitions, 
eommencing, where the house had left off on last 
petition day, with the state of New York. 

Memorials were thereupon presented by Messrs. 
Hoffman, Fillmore, Russell, Hunt, Curtis, Chittenden 
and Gates. 

Mr. Gates presented a memoria! against the use 
of ardent spirits in the army and navy, and extend- 
ing, as the reporter understood, to the community 
generally; and moved its reference to a select com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Hopkins moved that it lie on the table. 

The motion was negatived. 

The question recurring on its reference to a se- 
lect committee, the yeas were 47, nays 67. No 
quorum having voted, Mr. dams deinanded the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. Smith, of Maine, called for the reading of the 
memorial; and it was read accordingly. 

Mr. Ramsey moved its reference to the committee 
on naval affairs. 

Mr. Reed, of Massachusetts, moved that so much 
of the memorial as referred to the use of ardent 
spirits in the army be referred to the committee on 
wnilitary affairs; so much as related to its use in the 
navy be referred to the committee on naval affairs; 
and the residue of the memorial to a select com- 
inittee. 

The petition, occasioning debate, was, under the 
rule to that effect, laid over. 

Mr. Gates stated that he had a large number of 
abolition petitions, the reception of which was, as 
he understood, prohibited by the rules of the house: 
he considered it his duty, nevertheless, to present 
them: and moved that the fact of their presentation 
be recorded on the journal. 

, The chair pronounced the motion not to be in or- 
er. 

Mr. Adams said there was before the house an 
appeal from that decision of the chair. [Mr. A. 
had not been in his seat when his appeal was this 
morning decided.] He insisted that no rule of the 
house did, or could, preclude a member from pre- 
senting memorials with which he had been charged. 
The house had resolved that no abolition memo- 
rials should be received; but this did not interfere 
with the right, nor with the sacred duty of tueir 
presentation: and if they were presented, the fact 
of their presentation must goon the journal. If the 
house should decide to the contrary, what possible 
remedy had any member against an arbitrary deci- 
sion of the chair that a memorial presented by him 
came within the rule, when the fact might be other- 
wise? The member could not make it known in an 
authenthic manner to the petitioner that his peti- 
tion had ever been presented at all. Mr. A. had 
many petitions in his possession, some of which be- 
longed, clearly, to the class which the house had 
resolved not toreceive; but others of them did not, 
in his opinion, belong to that description of peti- 
tions, and there would have to be a decision on that 
point; and how was this to be done if there was to 
be no record? The rule was restrictive of one of the 
dearest rights of men, and as such ought to be rigid- 
ly interpreted. 

Mr. Chapman, of Alabama, here inquired of the 
chair what was the question before the house? 

The speaker replied tbat there was no question, 
unless the gentleman from Massachusetts took an 
appeal, | 

Mr. Adams. I have appealed already, and my 
appeal is now before the house. 

Chair. The appeal of the gentleman has this day 
been decided, and the decision of the chair sus- 
tained. 

Mr. 4dams. It must have been, then, during 
five minutes that I was absent from my seat. I 
shall appeal again. My rightsand the rights of my 
constituents are not be set aside in this way. 

Mr. A. took an appeal. 

The speaker read the decision of a former speak- 
er [Mr. Poik] in 1839. 

Mr. Adams. In 1839 the present rule had no ex- 
istence. Abolition nemorials were then received, 
and they were entered on the journal, though they 
were afterwards laid on the table. Now they are 
not even received. A decision in 1839 is no pre- 
cedent for us now. Are we to have nothing enter- 


setts (Mr. dems) from a decision of the chair: the |ed on our journal but what suits the wishes of the 
decision was, (hat when a member presented abo-j majority? If you will not allow a petitioner to be 
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heard who stands at your door, he is at- least enti- 
tled to the poor privilege of having the fact that he 
did petition entered on the journal of your proceed- 
ings, and what the house did or did not do in re- 
ference to his request. 

Mr. Fine, of New York, demanded the previous 
question on the appeal. Mr. Gates explained. He 
had no desire that these memorials should be spread 
upen the journal, but only that their presentation 
should be noted. The question was put on the 
previous question, which was seconded, put and 
carried, and the decision of the chair was sustained 
by yeas 119, nays 29. 

The call for petitions was now resumed, and sun- 
dry memorials were presented by Messrs. Fine, 
Kemble and Marvin. 

Mr. Marvin, among others, presented a memo- 
rial remonstrating against the rule which forbade 
the reception of abolition memorials. Mr. Craig, 
moved to lay it on the table. Mr. James, of Penn. 
demanded the yeas and nays, which being taken, 
resulted as follows: yeas 84, nays 49. So the me- 
morial was Jaid on the table. 

Further memorials were offered by Messrs. Mon- 
roe and Morgan. 

Mr. Morgan having presented a memorial pray- 
ing for the abolition of the slave trade within the 
District of Columbia. The chair decided that it 
came within the rule, and could not be reeeived. 
From this decision Mr. Adams appealed. Mr. Mor- 
gan demanded the yeas and nays which were order- 
ed. Mr. Giddings, of Ohio, insisted that the aboli- 
tion of the slave trade within the District was not 
mentioned in the rule; its abolition in the territo- 
ries was indeed expressly named, but not within 
the District of Columbia. Mr. G. was entering in- 
to a constitutional argument, when, Mr. Cooper, of 
Ga. called him to order. Mr. G. resumed; but, 
upon his proceeding to compare the sale of slaves 
within the District to the sale of ardent spirits, to 
gambling, and other vices, and entering upon a 
consideration of the morality of the rule, he was 
called to order by the speaker. Mr. G. went on to 
argue that the District was not a territory of the U. 
States, and that the sale of slaves might as well be 
prohibited as slave prisons, and the marching of 
slaves through the streets—at which he began to 
express his horror, when he was again called to or- 
cer. 

Mr. Chapman said it was manifest the gentleman 
was endeavoring, under color of supporting the ap- 
peal, to make an abolition speech; if that was what 
he wanted, let his ask leave, and have a vote taken 
upon his request. But,as he had repeatedly violat- 
ed order, he demanded the gentleman should, ac- 
cording to the rule in that case, take his seat. - 

Mr. Cruig demanded the previous question on 
Nir. Adams’ appeal; and there was a second. And 
the main question was ordered to be now taken.— 
And the main question, sha!l the decision of the 
chair stand as the judgment of the house? was then 
taken, and decided in the affirmative: yeas 93, nays 
33. So the decision of the chair was affirmed. 

Petitions and memorials were further presented, 
to wit: by Messrs. Doig, Strong, Hand, Chitienden, 
Floyd, Eurle, Kempshail, Brewster, Dana and Palen, 

Mr. Russell presented certain joint resolutions 
from the legislature of N. York, protesting against 
the passage of the bill commonly known as the sub- 
treasury bill, and moved their reference to the com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union, to 
which the said bill had been referred. Mr. Ather- 
ton suggested that similar resolutions had hereto- 
fore been presented by a gentleman from N. York, 
(Mr. Mitchell), which were laid over for debate. 

Mr. Cushing suggested, as a point of order, whe- 
ther it was in order for different gentlemen, from 
the same state, to present copies of the same reso- 
lutions. Some conversation ensued. Mr. Russell 
moved the printing of the resolutions; and, giving 
rise to debate, the resolutions were ordered to lie 
over. 

Petitions and memorials were further presented 
from Vermont, by Messrs. Fletcher, Hali, Everett 
and Smith. 

Mr. Smith presented a petition directed to two 
objects—the one to the foreign slave trade, and the 
other praying that the law under which, when cer- 
tain persons are arrested, the legal presumption is 
that they are slaves, and when, unless proved free, 
they are soll to defray the jail fees, may be so al- 
tered that the presumption shall be in favor of their 
being free. The question was raised whether the 
former portion of the petition fell under the reso- 
lution heretofore adopted in relation to abolition 
memorials. 

The chair decided that both parts of the petition 
being embraced in it, they fell under that resolu- 
tion. Mr. James appealed from the decision. 

A brief debate followed, which was terminated 
by the previous question. . 


TEN 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—APRIL 4, 1840—CONGRESS. 


79 





———e 








The main question (being on the appeai) was or- 
dered; and, being taken, there appeared yeas 70, 
nays 42. [No quoruin voting]. 

A motion was made (it being half past.three 
o’clock) that the house adjourn; which was decided 
(by yeas and nays) in the negative: yeas 12, nays 
116. So the house refused to adjourn. : 

Mr. Adams suggested that, as a large majority 
had voted in favor of sustaining the decision of the 
chair, the question, by general consent, should be 
taken simply by division, without taking the yeas 
and nays a second time. Objection was made, and 
thereupon Mr. James withdrew his appeal. 

Petitions acd memorials were further presented— 

From Connecticut, by Messrs. Smith, Rockway, 
Storrs, Trumbull, Williams and Osborne. 

From Rhode Island, by Messrs. Tillinghast and 
Cranston. 

From Massachusetts, by Messrs. Reed, Williams, 
Parmenter, Briggs, Saltonstall, Cushing, Calhoun, 
Baker, Hastings and Adams. 

Mr. Adams said that he had in his possession 511 
petitions, memorials and series of resolutions. He 

roposed to send them all, in one mass, with a list, 
to the clerk’s table, and to leave it to the speaker 
to decide what should be done with them. Such of 
them as the speaker considered within the rule 
adopted at this session, if he would please to return 
them to Mr. A. he (Mr. A.) would keep them as a 
treasure to descend from him to his posterity. Those 
which the speaker might consider as not within the 
rule, he (Mr. A.) would leave it with the speaker 
to decide whether they should be laid on the table 
or referred; and, if referred, to what committee they 
should go. If this proposition was acceptable to 
the house, Mr. A. would give them no further trou- 
ble to-day. 

Some objection was made, when on motion of 
Mr. A. the rules were suspended to enable him to 
submit a motion in accordance with the above pro- 
posal. And the motion having been agreed to, the 
said petitions, &c. were sent to the clerk’s table, to 
be disposed of accordingly. 


Petitions and memorials were further presented— , 


From New Hampshire, by Messrs. Williams, 
Atherton, Shaw, Eastman and Burke. 

From Maine, by Messrs. Smith, Anderson, Davee, 
Lowell, Clifford and Randall. 

And (on leave) by Mr. Giddings, of Ohio. 

And then, at fifteen minutes past five, the house 
adjourned. 

Tuesday, March 31. M. Briggs proposed a cer- 
tain amendinent to the journal, which, after some 
discussion, was laid on the table. 

On leave, Mr. Evans presented a petition for a 
pension, (accidently omitted by him yesterday), 
and which was appropriately referred. 

Mr. Adams sent to the clerk’s table a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, stating that the latter 
had received a letter from the collector of the port 
of New York, urging the early passage of a bill 
(heretofore reported from the committee of manu. 
factures) to insure the more faithful execution of the 
laws relating to the collection of duties on imports. 

Mr. A. made a motion (prefaced with a few re- 
marks, of which the reporter could not hear a word), 
that the said bill be made the special order of the 
day for Tuesday next, to take precedence over all 
other business. 

Mr. Connor was understood to urge, in opposi- 
tion to this motion, the necessity of acting on the 
general appropriation bill; and the intention of the 
chairman of the committee of ways and means to 
ask the house to go into committee of the whole 
thereon. 

Mr. Rhett also urged, amongst other things, the 
necessity of action on the navy bill. 

Mr. Connor moved to amend the motion of Mr. 
Adams by inserting, at the end thereof, the words 
‘except the general appropriation bill.”” And the 
question being taken on the amendment, there was 
no quorum voting. The votes being again count- 
ed, there appeared ayes 73, noes 53. Sothe amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

And, after some conversation, the question was 
taken on the motion as amended, and was decided 
inthe affirmative: ayes 83, noes 41. So the mo- 
tion, as amended, was agreed to; and (two-thirds 
of the members present having voted therefor) the 
bili was made the special order of the day for Tues- 
day next, to take precedence over all other busi- 
hess, except the general appropriation bill. | 

Mr. W. Thompson obtained leave to make a| 
brief personal explanation—portions only of which 
were heard by the reporter with any thing like dis- 





tinctness. The following statement of the expla- 
nation and reply, as written out by Mr. T. were | 


handed to the reporter by that gentleman for pub- | tee of elections until he brought his speech to a| 


lication. | 
Mr. W. Thompson said that he bad announced, a_| 
few days since, that when the gentleman from| 


Ohio (Mr. Duncan) should be in his seat, he de- | who was about to address the house, when Mr. Bell 


sired a few moments indulgence of the house in a 
matter personal to himself. Mr. T. had seen in 
the Globe that which purported to be the remarks 
of Mr. Duncan, in which there were inaccuracies 
of statements of his (Mr. T’s) arguments, accom- 
panied with grossly offensive personal remarks. 
Mr. T. had heard the speech of the honorable 
member, and had not heard any such language as is 
attributed to him. He has since read the speech of 
the gentleman as reported by himself, and there is 
not only nothing like the language reported in the 
Globe, but nothing to which Mr. T. has any right 
to take exception. Mr. T. was gald it was so. 
The misstatement is the act, not of the gentleman 
from Obio, but of one of the reporters on that 
bench—no, not reporters, but habitual falsifiers of 
the debates in this house. 

Mr. Duncan said the gentleman was rather too 
harsh upon the reporters. He may have used some 
such expressions, butif he did, they were so quali- 
fied as to make them unexceptionable. 

Mr. T. read the following passage from the 
Globe, and askedif the gentleman had used that 
language? 

“One of those charges was made by the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, (Mr. Thompson), that 
neither the president in his message, nor the secre- 
tary of the treasury in his report, had intimated 
that there would be any deficit in the treasury, or 
any necessity for the issue of these treasury notes. 
The gentleman made this charge when he had 
these documents in his hand, commenting upon 
them. Now this charge was without foundation, 
and the gentleman must have known it.” 

Mr. Duncan replied. If I did, it was with such 
qualifications as to have made them unexceptiona- 
ble, and without any imputation upon the gentle. 
man from South Carolina. 

The speaker announced the unfinished business 
of the mornirg hour to be the resolution heretofore 
reported by Mr. Campbell, of South Carolina, from 
the committee of elections, to print all the testimo- 
ny in relation to the contested election in the state 
of New Jersey; to which resolution an amendment 
had been heretofore offered by Mr. Rice Garland, 
to print the testimony received since the report of 
the said committee was made. 

Mr. Medill (who was entitled to the floor) pro- 
ceeded with his remarks, and had not concluded, 
when, the morning hour having elapsed, (it being 
ten minutes to two o’clock). Mr. Morgan called 
for the orders of the day. Mr. Medill hoped he 
might be permitted to conclude his remarks, which 
he could do in about twenty minutes. Mr. Camp- 
bell joined in that request. Mr. Bell had no ob. 


jection, if the gentleman could conclude within a 


reasonable time. Mr. Morgan insisting on his mo- 
tion, the yeas and nays were asked and ordered. 

Mr. Dawson hoped this question of the New 
Jersey election would be disposed of as soon as 
possible, that the house might proceed to the con. 
sideration of the public business; and that he might 
have an opportunity to offer a resolution similar to 
that which had been offered by his colleague in 
another branch of the legislature, providing for the 
adjournment of congress on a particular day. 

And the question was then taken, and decided in 
the affirmative: yeas 82, nays 70. So the house 
proveeded to the orders of the day, and took up the 
bill to secure the purity of elections. 

Mr. Bell, who had the floor on that bill, continu- 
ed to occupy it till the adjournment of the bouse. 
Having given way, however, at the earnest solici- 
tation of Mr. Curtis, Mr, Read, Mr. Saltonstall and 
other gentlemen, for a motion to go into committee 
of the whole on the senate bill to remit the penal- 
ties paid by vessels engaged in the whale fishery, 
and to legalize their registers, which had been re- 
ported from the committee on commerce wiih an 
amendment. No opposition was tmade to the bill. 
The amendment was agreed to, and the bill, as 
amended, reported to the house, when it was read a 
third time and passed forthwith. 

Mr. Bell then resumed the floor, but, after occu- 
pying it for a very short time, yielded to a motion 
for adjournment. And thereupon, the house ad- | 
journed, 

Wednesday, April1. Mr. Cross presented a conn- 
ter memorial from that portion of the Cherokee In- 
dians opposed to John Ross and his party, which 
was referred to the committee on Indian affairs. 

The house resumed the consideration of the ino- 
tions for printing the testimony in the New Jersey 
case, 

Mr. Medill resumed the floor, and continued to 
speak in vindication of the course of the commit- 


conclusion. 
Several gentlemen simultaneously rose to speak, 
but the floor was given by the chair to Mr. Filimore, 


suggested that, as now there remained but a few 
moments of the morning hour, Mr. F. had better 
yield to the orders of the day, and retain the floor 
till the next morning. 

Mr. Cushing wished this interminable New Jersey 
dispute brought to an end, and he therefure hoped 
the gentleman would proceed. 


Mr. Underwood claimed the floor on the ground 
that Mr. Fillmore had spoken once already to the 
question now before the house. 

Mr. Cushing said that, if this course of crimi- 
nation and recrimination between the members of 
the committee of elections was to be permitted, it 
might go on ad infinitum. 

Mr. Jenifer, who had been absent for some days, 
announced that be was in his seat, and his object 
in so doing was, that he understood thé gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. Medill) had expressed his regret 
yesterday that the gentleman from Maryland was 
absent—that he had something for his especial ear. 
He was now present, and would with pleasure lis- 
ten to the gentlemen. 

Mr. Mediil said he should have been happy if the 
gentleman had reported himself earlier, though he 
had had no intention of being very personal in his re- 
marks. He would have endeavored to show that 
gentlemen that the facts of the case were not as he 
supposed them to be; and, what was more, would 
have endeavored to prove this. 

Mr. Jenifer replied that he had returned yester- 
day, was in the house, and had been in his seat the 
whole of the morning hour, and the gentleman 
must have seen him if he had looked that way. 


Mr. Randolph requested Mr. Fillmore to give 
way to allow him to explain the true state of facts 
in reference to one of the charges which had been 
made by the gentleman from Ohic, (Mr. Medill). 
Mr. Fillmore consenting, Mr. Randolph went into 
an explanation going to show that the statement 
rested on a mistake. 


Mr. Hillen objected to Mr. Filimore’s proceeding; 
and there was a desultory conversation on that sub- 
ject, when Mr. Fillmore proceeded to reply to Mr. 
Medill, and had proceeded some tine, when Mr. 
Medill interposed, and inquired of the chairman of 
the committee (Mr. Campbell) whether certain por- 
tions of the testimony had been read before the 
adoption of the committee’s report? 

Mr. Campbell was understood by the reporter to 
reply in the affirmative. 

Mr. Fillmore then asked him if the testimony had 
been read through before that report was adopted? 
Mr. Campbell was replying indirectly; when Mr. 
Fillmore repeated and pressed his inquiry. Mr. 
Campbell had proceeded some tiine; when Mr. Fill- 
more remonstrated. He had not given way fora 
speech, but for a plain answer to a plain question, 

Mr. Campbeil again proceeded, without arriving 
atthe gnestion. Mr. Fillmore insisted on an an- 
swer. Mr. Campbell then said that as much of the 
testimony was read as had been calied for. Mr. 
Fillmore inquired how mucli had been called for? 
and whether the whole of the testimony had or had 
not been read? yea or nay? 

At this point the morning hour expired, and the 
house voted to proceed to the orders of the day, 

Mr. Evereit, of Vermont, asked leave to offer the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, 'Vhat the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to lay beture this house a statement showing in 
what banks treasury notes, issued under the acts of 
1837, 1838 and 16839, have been, by his department, 
deposited in consequence of having received certificates 
of special deposites in specie; with the rates of interest 
on such treasury notes, the date and amount of each de- 
posite of such notes and special deposite, and a month- 
iy statement of all other deposites in such banks to the 
credit of said treasurer, and the date and amount of 
each draft drawn against such deposites, stating the 
transaction wiih each bank in a separate account.— 
And, also, that he transmit to this house a copy of all 
the correspondence between his department and such 
banks relaiing to the making such special deposites, and 
deposi.es of treasury notes. 

The resolution having been read for information, 
objection was made by Mr. Smith, of Maine, and a 
Mr. E. gave notice that he should offer the resolu- 
tion to-morrow. 


The chair laid before the house several commu- 
nications, which were appropriately referred. 

The house then proceeded to consider the bill, in- 
troduced by Mr. Bell, to secure the freedom of 
elections. 

Mr. Bell resumed the course of his remarks in 
support of the bill, and concluded at half past five 














o’clock. 

‘The speaker gave the ficor to Mr. l¥atlerson, who 
| yielded to a motion, by Mr. Weller, that the house 
ladjoumn. 


| ‘And the house adjourned. 
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CHRONICLE. 

AMERICAN ENTERPRISE. ‘The following notice of the 
Brattieborough ‘J‘ypographic company’s operations is 
copied from a Vermont paper: 

Phis company was incorporated in 1826 with a capi- 
tal of $159,000, and is at present doing an extensive 
business in the paper and book line. A short time 
since we were shown by the politeness of Mr. Fessen- 
den, through the whole extent of this great establishment. 
They have ready for operation, eight power presses 
sufficient tor the printing of twenty thousand sheets of 
paper per day. ‘The rags are, as it were, received at 
one end of the buildings and carried out bound books, 
finely printed on beautiful paper atthe other. So rapid 
is the process by which paper can be made by the 
power of steam, that rags have been received at this 
mill in the morning, manufactured into paper and 
printed before night. 

We do not know the number of hands employed at 
this establishment, but we should suppose in good times 
a hundred or more would be necessary to carry on the 
labor required in all the various departments. The 
company have publish:d many valuable works with 
which the public are well acquainted. We noticed 
Bibles of various kinds and the Comprehensive Com- 
mentary—the Lives of the Presidents, and various 
other publications, some of which were finished in 
mbst elegant stvle. Their establishment appears to be 
furnished with the very best machinery and we know 
of no similar one in the country which combines so 
many facilities for carrying on the book work as this. 


A CHARITABLE MAN AND A GOOD CITIZEN. It is stated 
in the New York Courier that on examination of the 
books of the late Samuel Ward, it appears that his 
contribuuions tor charitable purposes, during the four 
last years of his life, exceeded ten thousand dollars per 
annum. 


BaLTIMORE AND Onto RAIL ROAD. A meeting of the 
stockholders of this company was held on Friday, for 
the purpose of considering the act of the legislature of 
the state of Pennsylvania, authorising the company to 
construct their road through that state after the ume at 
present limited by the existing charter. The whole 
subject was referred to a select committee of the stock- 
holders, who are to report upon it at a subsequent 
meeting. 

Brvrish Force IN THE Canapas. The United Ser- 
vice Journal, published in London, says there are 25 
regiments of troops now stationed in the Canadas, in- 
cluding one regiment on the way from Jamaica. They 
average from 800 to 1,000 men—constituting in the 
whole a force of about 20,000. Pa 

Tae New York Signal states the British and Ame- 
rican military forces on and near the disputed boun- 
dary, as follows: 


American. British. 
Regulars, 150 Regulars, 1,200 
Militia, 90 Militia, 2,300 

240 3,500 


It is stated that orders have been sent to Houlton to 
prepare accommodations for one regiment of U.S. 
troops, and that similar orders have been received at 
Woodstock, for one regiment of English troops. 


Britisu Queen. The New York Journal of Com- 
merce says that the number of revolutions the paddle 
wheels of the British Queen performs in coming from 
Portsmouth to New York is now ascertained with 
great accuracy by means of a clock attached to her 
machinery. During her recent voyage from Ports- 
mouth, the nunber of revolutions was two hundred 
and ninety-one thousand eight hundred and forty-eight. 
Diameter of paddle wheels thirty-one feet. 


Ce.epration in New York. The New York Com- 
mercial sites that yesterday was the day appointed by 
the Briish residents of that city to celebrate the late 
marriage of the queea by a dispensation of good things 
to the poor. On the commaittee’s catalogue fur relief, 
there are five hundred and twenty-five widows, two 
hundred and sixty-seven of whom are 1n Bellevue, and 
are to have cake, tea, sugar, &c. sent to them. I'wo 
hundred and eight will dine at Niblo’s Saloon, and 
have provisions given them. Fifty of these widows 
belong in Brooklyn. There are to be two hundred 
and eight orphan children atthe dinner. | 

[tis also stated that some of the Canadian patriots 
have issued placards with the intenuon of making a 
disturbance on the occasion. 

Fines iv Battimore. About eleven o’clock on Sun- 
day maht, the 29th ult. the earpenter’s shop of Mr. Cur- 
ley, on the corner of Howard end Monument streets, 
wus nearly destroyed by fire. ‘The firernen were so 
promptly on the spot that a part of the shop was pre- 
served, and we learn that all the tools were saved.— 
There is no doubt that this fire was the result of incen- 
Oar mie the 30th, about three o'clock, in the 
morning. the back building ot the house on north Gay 
street, occupied by Mr. E. 8. ‘Tarr, cabinet maker, as 
a work shop, was discovered to be on fire. The com- 
bustible nature of the contents prevented the possibility 
of extinguishing the flames, but the fire companies suc- 
ceeded in preserving {rom destruction the uther parts 
of Mr. Tair’s premises. While the fire was here at Me 
height, smoke was seen to issue from a w oe! ee 
western gable end, between the ceiling and roof of the 
German Lutheran church, situated on the adjoining 
lot. The flames had been communicated to the large 
wooden cornice of the church, and thence to the inte- 








rior of the roof. Various efforts were made by the fire- 
men to procure access to this portion of the building, 
but the interior entrance to it, if there was one, could 
not be found. 

_ The roof was soon wrapped in flames, and the fall- 
ing plaster from the ceiling prevented the firemen from 
carrying on their operations inside the church, and the 
burning of the heavy cornices outside from even ap- 
proaching too near the windows. As soon as the roof 
fell, the firemen speedily extinguished the flames, not 
however, until a considerable part of the woodwork of 
the interior was so much injured as to be entirely use- 
less. Soon after the church caught fire, a number of 
persons undertook to remove the large and handsome 
organ in the galleries, and in the space of a very short 
time the Rasmel of its contents, with the exception of the 
bellows and case, were carried to a place of safety. 

The church is insured in the office of the Baltimore 
Equitable society fur the sum of ten thousand dollars. 
As the brick work of the church, which is unusually 
solid, is entirely uninjured, the above sum will go very 
far to repair the building. 

The congregation at the present time is under the 
pastoral charge of the rev. Mr. Sheib. 

The origin of ihe fire in Mr. Tart’s premises is not 
known. A gentleman whose back premises are in the 
immediate vicinity of the shop in which it broke out, 
informs us that at midnight every thing appeared to be 
safe. Mr. 'T’s loss is covered by insurance. 


Fire rn N.Orieans. New Orleans, March 15, 1840. 
On the evening of the 13th we had a large fire which 
broke out in the four story brick store, No. 24, Chartres 
street, occupied by D. Felt & Co. and called the “New 
York Statienary Hall.” The origin of the fire re- 
mains unknown. I have conversed with Mr. Felt, 
and he says one of his workmen in the job office, one 
floor below, and in the third story, had been there for 
two hours previous to the alarm being given, and that 
the flames came forth with such rapidity that no other 
mode of escape was offered to the man than tostide 
down the spout, leading into the street. Mr. F. says 
he had no paper or other combutible matter in the 
room. ‘The esiablisliment is insured in New York for 
$15,009, the stock in store was valued at $30,000. The 
loss appears considerable, but it is thought by some that 
the proprietors will receive ample remuneration if they 
obtain the amount insured for. ‘The total loss of all the 
buildings and property will not fall short of $300,000, a 
comfortable slice to dispose of these tight times. 

The sufferers are D. Felt & Co. stationers; M. Chit- 
tenden, dry goods; Paul Tulane, clothing store; Messrs. 
Smith & Co. wholesale saddlery; and Armistead & 
Spring, dry good. All insured, and D. Felt & Co. for 

24,000. [Balt. Pat. 

Frour trape. The Alexandria Gazette states that 
in the quarter ending the 3lst March, 1840, there were 
shipped from Alexandria to foreign ports, (exclusive of 
coastwise shipments,) 21,511 barrels of flour. The na- 
vigation was only open since february 11, so that the 
exports have been since that period, or within six 
weeks. 

Freicut oF FLOUR. The Philadelphia U.S. Gazette 
of yesterday says: “the proprietors of the principal 
transportation lines have resulved to give the shipper 
or owner the full advantage of the reduction of twenty 
cents per barrel, in the toil of flour, from Pittsburg to 
Philadelphia, and have, accordingly, reduced the price 
of freight from $1 50 to $1 30 per barrel.” 


InpiAN TREATY. T'he treaty made with the Seneca 
Indians has been ratified by the senate. The Intelli- 


gencer says that the essential feature of the treaty is its | Jarely 
providing for the removal of the Indians westward from | creat 
their present locality near Buffalo: in consideration of | js about an inch 


which the Senecas are to receive a quantity of land 
equal to 320 acres fer each soul, and about $400,000 in 
money. 
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barrassment], have yielded a nett income on their cost, 
of eight,and one third per cent. Their total cost was 
$7,099,589 for 161 1-2 miles of road; averaging $43,962 
per mile. The gross income from passengers was 
$652,337; from freight $352,240; nett income, $599,751. 

‘The American Rail Road Journal of this month con- 
tains a table in detail of these reports, in a condensed 
form, from which the above results are derived. 

The Boston and Providence rail road earned 220,345 

dollars—or 121-3 per cent. nett on the cost of this 
road, which was $1,782,000, equal to the enormous 
rate of $62,465 per mile. ‘They divided only 8 per 
cent. in consequence of purchasing the franchise of the 
Seekonk and other branches, amounting to $100,848— 
permanent improvements. 
_ By the report of the Camden and Amboy rail road, 
it will be perceived, that this road has earned the cost 
of the road, $2,220,090, in seven years. This is an 
important fact for rail roads. 

The Camden and Amboy rail road, with its branches 
and turn-outs, is ninety-eight miles long, and cost, (ex- 
clusive of Raritan canal), with steamboats, wharves, 





coal lands and real estate, &c. $3,220,857 
Deduct for steamboats, real estate, &c. 1,000,857 
Cost of road $22,562 per mile, $2,220,000 








The gross receipts in seven years have been $4,637,535 
‘The expenses during the same period on the 





road and steamboats were 2,253,993 
Nett income in seven years $2,333,442 


‘The cost of this road, exclusive of steamboats and 
real estate, ($22,562), compared with the average cost 
of the Massachusetts = roads, ($43,960), is in the 
ratio of 2 to | in favor of the New Jersey road with a 
double track. 

We perceive Mr. John A. King has called on the 
canal buard for their opinion, how far private enter- 
prize in rail road improvements, can be “aided,” with- 
out injury to the credit of the state, and existing enga- 
gements tu canals. [N. Y. Jour. of Com. 


MEDICAL COLLEGE. The number of students who 
attended the lectures of the South Carolina medical 
college during the recent season was 193. 


NANTUCKET WHALERS. The editor of the Nantucket 
Enquirer says that the hearts of many of the islanders 
were gladened a few days since, by the safe return of 
husbands, brothers, sons—lovers perhaps—from Jong 
and precarious voyages ‘round Cape Horn.” Three 
whale ships came in sight on one day and the wharves 
were thronged to witness their entrance into port. It 
was ali interesting spectacle, and one well calculated 
to touch the sensibilities of every beholder. It is also 
stated that most of the Nantucket ships have done weil 
during the past Season; one of those recently arrived, 
it is estimated, has cleared more than a dollar an hour; 
besides interest on cost, &c. from the time she sailed, 
until the hour of her arrival home. About tweaty Nan- 
tucket whales are expected home this year. 


THE PLANT INSECT. The New York Evening Post 
says: at a late meeting of the London Zoological society, 
a communication was read from Mr. Mackey of the 
British consulate at Maracaibo, on a plant, called pro- 
jojoy in the country from whence itis derived and 
which attains the condition of a plant from the strange 
metamorphose of aninsect. In the insect which was 
described, some of the legs have already changed into 
roots, and in that state it was presented to the contri- 
butor- It wasannounced that a similar insect had 
been discovered in North Carolina. When the 
ure assumes the furm of an insect or animal, it 
in length, and much resumbles a wasp 
in appearance. 

Atier it has reached its full length, it disappears un- 
der the suriace of the ground and dies, soon after which 


Tue Lexineton. The Boston courier says—*A let-| the two forelegs begin to sprout and vegetate, the 
ter has been received in this city, from Mr. Harden’s | shoots extending upwards, and the plants in a short 


agent at New York, stating that Mr. ‘Taylor, with his 
marine armor, has succeeded in finding the wreck of 


the Lexington after one day’s search, and that a piece | 


of the boat has been raised. ‘The piece was found at 
the depth of 114 feet, and was heavily loaded with iron; 
probably a piece near the engine.” 

Marte svear. The Hallowell Cultivator says there 
are sugar trees (rock maple) enough in Maine to pro- 


.» © . . i 
duce sufficient sugar for the whole of that state and for 


Louisiana and Cuba into the bargain. The editor 
thinks that, in these hard times, people should not de- 
pend too much upon foreign countries for supplies. 


MASSACHUSETTS RAILWAYS. We have received the 
annual report to the legislature of Massachusetts, of 
the several rail roads commenced and completed in 
that state; with the details of receipts and expenditures, 
verified by the oath of the directors of the several com- 
pfnies. ‘I'he report is a model that could be imitated 
with much profit, (by saving the time now wasted in 
the discussion of resolutions in our lJeyvislature asking 
for infurmation on this subject), were it made the duty 
of the secretary of state to furnish a like report annual- 
ly. This is necessary for correct legislation, if it is to 
be the policy of this state “to aid private enterprise” in 
rail roads, after the plan of Massachusetts, in prefer- 
ence to the state’s constructing and managing them, 
as contended for by practical engineers. 

Vur object in noticing the report, is to present the 
cheering fact, to those embarked in rail roads, that the 
six roads completed and in use the last year in Mas- 
sachusetis, [even during a season of commercial em- 
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ume reaching the height of six inches. The branches 
and the leaves are like trefuil, and at the extremities of 
the former there are buds which contain neitber leaves 
nor flowers, but an insect, which as it grows falls to 
the ground, or remains on its parent plants breeding 
on the leaves till the plant is exhausted, when the 
insect returns to ihe earth, and the plant shoots forth 
again. 


THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN BattimorE. The public 
schovls of the city of Baltimore contained December 
31, 1329, 265 pupils—1830, 402, do. 1831, 627, do. 1832, 
640, do. 1833, 544, do. 1834, 859, do. 1835, 747, do. 
1836, 814, do. 1837, 659, do. 1833, 675, do. 1839, 1,244, 
do. 

Woop’s trian. On Tuesday last, the trial of James 
Wood for the murder of his daughter, was con:mence d 
in Philadelphia; some considerable time was spent in 
completing the number of the jury—The panel having 
been formed, one of the jurors pleaded severe indisposi- 
tion, When the court, after ordering that the juror be 
taken toa private roomand provided with medical aid, 
adjourned uniil the following day. After the adjourn- 
ment, his wife and son were brought from their dwel- 
ling, and conducted to the prisone:’s box where he was 
siting. The wretched man did not raise himself, even 
on their speaking to him, from the recumbent position 
which he had maintained through the entire day. He 
sat with his head buried in his hands during the whole 
interview. ‘They accompanied him in a carriage to 
the prison. The ease has terminated, the jury finding 
a verdict of not guilty, on the ground of insanity. 
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